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Bible Glimpse

EXODUS

George Kaithavana

The purpose of Moses wri-
ting this book, his second work, is
to record the events of Israel’s
deliverance from slavery in Egypt
and its development as a nation.

For the oppressed, trapped or
enslaved, leave, take off or get up
sounds good. It is not easy to trade
the comfortable security of the
present for an uncertain, unknown
future.

Four hundred and thirty years
had passed since Joseph moved his
family to Egypt. The descendants
of Abraham, 70 in number, had
now grown to over 2 millions. For
Pharaoh, the Hebrew were forei-
gners and their numbers and wealth
were frightening and it forced them
into slavery so that they would not
upset his balance of power: but it
later proved to be the biggest
mistake he ever made for, God then
came to the rescue of His people.
A series of events had taken place
before a Hebrew boy named
Moses became a Prince in Pha-
raoh’s palace and then an outcast
in the desert. For Moses, reaction
was his favourite action. He was a
curious man. He had to investigate
and interfere in whatever happening
around. Because of this nature, he
had to run away leaving his royal
life to live in the desert. Having
spotted the fire and seen that the
bush was intact he had to inve-
stigate. He became a stranger in a
strange land, Midian and after many
years he was ready to serve God
and trust Him instead of fearing the
king (Hebrew 11:27).

Now the time was ripe for
God to fulfil His promise to Abra-
ham (Gen.15:12-16)which said,
“Know for certain, your des-
cendants will be strangers in a land
not of their own and they will be
enslaved and mistreated for over
400 years. But I will punish the
nation they serve as slaves and
afterwards they will come out with
great possessions”.

In Midian, Moses married
Zipporah, the daughter Jethro a
priest and lived there for 40 years
as a shepherd (Ex0.2:23-25).The
Israelites groaned in their slavery
and cried out for help. God heard
their groaning and remembered His
covenant with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and He was concerned
about them. God commissioned
Moses for the job of delivering his
people out of slavery in Egypt.

After choosing Moses and
Aaron, God worked a series of
dramatic miracles in Egypt to
convince Pharaoh to let His people
go. But he resisted. After a chain
of plagues totalling ten such as
turning the waters of Egypt into
blood, sending frogs all over the
land and finally causing the death
of the first born of all the people
and the cattle( Ex.12:31-33)finally
Pharaoh summoned Moses and
Aaron and said “Upleave my
people and go”.

The central theme of bible-
REDEMPTION- begins here
(Ex.12:29&30).” At midnight the
Lord struck down all the first born
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in Egypt from Pharaoh who sat on
the throne to the first born of the
prisoner who was in the dungeon”.
But the Israelite’s children were
spared because of the blood of the
lamb had been placed on their door-
frames. Redemption means ‘buying
back ‘to save from captivity by
paying a ransom equivalent or
superior slave in exchange. That is
the way God chose to buy us back,
offering His Son in exchange for us.

Egyptians urged the people to
hurry and leave, After 430 years in
Egypt a total of 2 Million people
and many others, may be Egyptians
who were drawn to Hebrews by
God’s mighty works, decided to
leave with them ( Ex.12:38).Instead
of guiding them along the direct
route to the Promised Land, God
took them by a longer route from
Ramses to south Succoth. avoiding
fighting with Philistines by providing
pillars of cloud and fire so that they
would know way day and night.
God was with them.

The pillars of fire and cloud
were examples of THEOPHANY:
God appearing in physical form
reassuming his presence, guiding
them, protecting them from ene-
mies, controlling their movements
and above all burning the zeal that
Israel had for their God. Now
Pharaoh changed his mind and his
army was sweeping in for the kill.
Trapped in between the sea and the
mountains, the people started
complaining to Moses and Moses
crying to God. Lord said, “Moses,
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why are you crying out to me?
Stretch your hands over the sea and
tell the people to move on.”

There was no way of escape.
But the Lord opened up a dry path-
way through the sea for His people
to cross it. After having been
delivered from a great danger, they
sang with joy, the Song of Moses
and Miriam, his sister, “I will sing
to the Lord .....” This song of
Moses is the oldest recorded song
in the world, a festive epic poem
celebrating God’s victory. God
miraculously supplied food and

water in the desert and finally
brought them to the fort of Mount
Sinai where Lord gave them his
Holy Laws.

When Israelites reached Rep-
hidim the Amalekites attacked
them. These men were descendants
of Amalek, the grandson of Esau,
the brother of Jacob. They were
fierce nomadic tribe lived in the
desert region of the Dead Sea. They
made their livelihood by frequent
raids and killed people for pleasure.
It was an insult for the Israelite
Culture to call someone * a friend

of Amalek.’ This hostile group was
moving in on the wrong group, a
people led by God. For Israelite
slaves, to defeat such a war- bent
nation was a more than enough
proof that God was with them.

Here we meet Joshua for the
first time who later became the
great leader to take God’s people
to the Promised Land. He was
gaining valuable experience for
greater battles to come. Joshua was
asked by Moses to choose some
men to fight the hostile people.

(To be continued...)
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