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PREFACE.

IN a campaign or expedition into a new country, it can easily
be understood that the mafters regarding military operations,
political negotiations, or characteristics of the people concerned,
which come within the personal observation of a medical officer,
must, from the nature of his duties, bé of very limited extent,
and that he is usually debarred, by his position, from acquiring
an accurate knowledge of the undertaking as a whole.

It is therefore almost cntircly owing to the kindness of
Colonel W. P. Symons, c.n., of the South Wales Borderers,
Colonel V. W. Tregear, c.., of the 9th Bengal Infantry, and
Colonel G. dJ. Skinner, p.8.0., of the 3rd Bengal Infantry, who
commanded the Chin Foree, Lushai Foree, and Northern Column
of the latter respectively in the expedition of 1889-90, and who,
placed the information in their possession at my disposal, as well
as to that of Mr. G. M. Chesney, Editor of the Allahabad Pioneer,
who allowed me to search the files of his paper for former re-
cords of the Chin-Lushai Country, that I am enabled to place
the following volume before the publie. .

I have also to thank Colonel R. M. Clifford, 1.5.0., Licutcnant
L. W. M. Norie, Intelligence Officer, Licutenant M. E. Wil-
loughby, 2nd Bengal Lancers, and Surgeon-Captain A. G. E.
Newland, of the Indian Medical Service, for generously furnish-
ing me with information, ctchings and photographs.

A. SCOIT REILD.
CaLcuTTA,
October 1893,
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CHIN-LUSHAT LAND.

CHAPTER L

(GEOGRAPHICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL.

Prror to 1889, the interior of the tract of country
known as the Chin-Lushai Hills, was a terra incognita,
and, even now, there are probably many members of the
general public included in the class of well-educated to
whom the title conveys but little meaning, and in whom
it arouses still less interest.

Consisting of parallel mountain ranges rising to
heights of over 9,000 feet, this, the most recent acquisi-
tion to Her Majesty’s dominions, embraces every variety
of physical feature and climate, from the dense and
deadly jungles below, through the tangled mazes of

which the ponderous elephant and rhinoceros push
R, CL A



2 CHIN-LUSHAI LAND.

their way, to the invigorating summits, crowned with
pines, where the sheen of the pheasant’s wing catches
the eye, as, with lightning speed, he skims down the
mountain side.

People this region with dusky tribes, almost as nu-
merous in dialect and designation as the villages in
which they live, owning no central authority, possessing
no written language, obeying but the verbal mandates of
their chiefs, hospitable and affectionate in their homes,
unsparing of age and sex while on the warpath, untutored
as the remotest races in Central Africa, and yet endowed
with an intelligence which has enabled them to discover
for themselves the manufacture of gun-powder.

Such in general outline is the Chin-Lushai country,
and such were its inhabitants until some three years
ago they were touched by the transforming wand of
civilization. The world moves rapidly in these times,

.and, before many decades shall have passed, the descen-
dants of Lienpunga and Jahuta may perhaps be seen
peacefully wending their way along roads, formerly the
lines of “ Kuki” paths, and used principally for mur-
derous raids, but now leading to trim railway stations,
whence the powerful engine and pioneer of progress
conveys them to Rangoon or Calcutta as candidates for
University degrees and Government appointments.

No less strange things have happened within com-
paratively recent years In the words of a writer in the
Englishman : * The future of Lushai-land may be fore-
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geen from what we know of the Khasia Hills that lie to
the north of it. Sixty years ago the Khasias, who are
the bravest and most warkike of all the wild tribes of
India, were more bloodthirsty than the Lushais. On
the 4th of April 1829, they rose in arms, and murdered
Lieutenants Bedingfield and Burlton and some sepoys.
That led to the inevitable military expedition which
was protracted through several cold seasons, and the
accounts of which differ from the accounts of the pre-
sent Lushai Expedition chiefly in the determined resist-
ance offered by the brave hill-men armed only with
bows and arrows and dhas. The last of the Khasia
chiefs did not tender his submission till 1833, and for
the next twenty years Colonel Lister was Political
Agent with the tribes, In his time Welsh missionaries
entered the hills, learned the strange language, and
reduced it to writing, prepared a grammar and vocab-
ulary, introduced a printing press and opened schools.
“Now the Khasias are running the Bengalis a close
race as clerks and accountants in the cutcherries (Gov-
ernment offices) at Shillong; they have beaten them in
both the high schools there ; their foremost youths are
aspiring to University degrees ; and in female education
they are officially stated to take the lead of all the
Indian races. There can be no doubt that the future of
the Lushais will be similar, whichever missionary deno-
mination enters ‘he ficld. A few years will see the hill-
sides dotted with schools, while the garrisons at Haka,
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Sangal Klang and Fort Tregear will be asked for sub-
scriptions to build churches.”

The above reads like a page from Mark Twain’s “A
Yankee at the Court of King Arthur,” but is none the
less true as to facts and probable as to speculation.

The Chin-Lusbai country is said to extend generally
between latitudes 21° and 24° north, and longitudes 92°
and 94° east ; to be bounded on the north by Manipur
and Cachar, on the east and south by Burma, and on the
west by Arakan and the Chittagong Hill Tracts, being
some two hundred and sixty miles in length, with a
maximum breadth of about one hundred and twenty.

Since beginning this work, however, I have received
a note from Lieutenant E. W. M. Norie, of the Middle-
sex Regiment, late Intelligence Officer with the Southern
Chin Column, in which he says, referring to the Chins :
“ They extend very far to the north—to parallels 28° or
29°, or further. Since I saw you, I made a trip up the
Chindwin, about 150 miles beyond where any white
man had been before, and they were there and to the
north, living quite distinct from the Kachins and en-
tirely in the hills. The Kachins called them by .the
Burmese name of ¢ Chins,’and say they extend north as
far as they know anything of the country. Of course
they are distinct tribes, but of the same stock, I fancy.

“The women wear a different style of dress from the
Baungshés, and very little of it. In many parts men
and women tattoo their faces.”
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Considerable confusion arises from the various names
under which the inhabitants of the Chin-Lushai Hills
have been described,

Previous to the Expedition of 1871-72, the wild tribes
which had been in the habit of raiding our North-East-
ern Frontier, were generally spoken of as “ Kukis”—a
Bergali word meaning hill-men or highlanders. Since
that event, however, the term * Lushai” has come into
more common use ; and although originally applied to
the tribe or tribes occupying the tract immediately to
the south of Cachar, is now employed, in a comprehen-
sive sense, to indicate all those living to the west of the
Koladyne river, while those to the east are designated
Shendiis.  On the other hand, to any one approaching
them from the Burma side, the Shendts would be known
as Chins, and 1 think it would therefore be better to
drop the term Shendt, and divide the people with whom
I am going to deal in the following pages into the two
broad classes of Lushais and Chins, the course of the
Koladyne river forming the line of demarcation. Vari-
ous derivations have been suggested for the word “ Lus-
hai,” among which are Lu " meaning head, and “ Shai,”
to cut, or * Shai,” long-haired, and I leave it to philo-
logists to decide the question. Ibelieve the Lushais call
themselves “ Zao.” “Chin” is a Burmese term, and,
on the authority of Colonel Woodthorpe, synonymous
with Khyen (pronounced * Chin.”)

That officer states that when surveying the Chindwin
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river, he was informed that it was so called from the
fact of its forming the eastern limit of Chin raids in
Burmese territory. The Chins call themselves “ Lai.”
While exhibiting distinctive characteristies in dress and
dialect, there can be little doubt that the Chins and
Lushais are practically one race; although it is true
that the language of the latter is not understood by the
people living east of the Koladyne. On the other hand,
tribes are found among the Chins themselves, separated
by only a few miles, whose dialects are so dissimilar ag
to be mutually unintelligible. ~As regards dress, one of
the most conspicuous distinctions exists in the manner
of arranging the hair. The Lushais and Northern
Chins gather it in a knot on the nape of the neck, and
the Baungshés on to the forehead. This remark applies
only to the males. The Paités or Soktés wear their
hair short and standing out like the tresses of Medusa.

It is only since the annexation of Upper Burma in
1885 that we have come into practical contact with the
Chins, and been forced, much against our inclinations,
to cultivate their acquaintance. . Until the extension of
the British rule to the banks of the Maw and Myittha,
their name, if it even penetrated to English territory,
excited little interest. '

Not so with the Lushais. Since the days of Warren
Hastings the various tribes whom we now include under
this term have, at long and uncertain intervals, reminded
us of their presence in a manner not calculated to
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inspire mutual regard or confidence. The first record of
the raids of these savages dates from 1777, when the chief
of Chittagong, a district which had been ceded to the
British under Clive by Mir Kasim in 1760, applied for a
detachment of sepoys to protect the inhabitants against
the incursions of the Kukis as they were then called.

In December 1844, a party of the Sylhet Light In-
fantry under Captain Blackwood, and assisted by a Kuki
chief Lalmi Sing, attacked Lalchokla, another chief
and cousin of the latter, in reprisal for a raid committed
during the preceding April on a Manipur colony set-
tled in Pertabghar in British territory. The motive of
the outrage committed by Lalchokla was, as we shall
also see in some succeeding instances, to obtain heads
to place on the tomb of his father Lassfl, who had died
a short time before. '

Lalchokla on this occasion took twenty heads and
six captives, but paid dearly for his temporary triumph,
as his village was surrounded, and he himself trans-
ported under circumstances, which, in the minds of the
Lushais, appear to have implied a breach of faith, a pro-
mise of life having been interpreted by them to mean
free pardon.

Cachar had been taken possession of by the British
in 1830, the pretext being the death by assassination of
the last of the native rulers without heir, and, twenty
years after, a second expedition was rendered neces-
sary on account of & raid which had been committed
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by the Lushais, the victims in this instance being a
tribe of their own kinsmen, who had settled within our
territory.

Colonel Lister, Political Agent in the Khasia Hills,
assisted by one subaltern, led the force of six native
officers and two hundred and twenty-nine rank and
file which, in the month of January 1850, was sent
out to exact retribution. He destroyed the village of
a chief named Mullah, about eighty miles south from
Cachar. Following this military operation. a powerful
chief Sukpilal, whose name will become more familiar
as we proceed, paid a friendly visit to the Deputy
Commissioner of Cachar, and more amicable relations
than had formerly existed were established between
our people and the Lushais.

Peace reigned until 1862 when Sylhet was disturbed,
three villages being attacked and burned, and their
inhabitants as usual either killed or carried into captivity.
On this occasion Sukpilal was appealed to, and his
friendship strengthened by a small annual subsidy.

Meanwhile it had been discovered in 1855 that the tea
plant was indigenous to Cachar, and soon after gardens,
for the cultivation and production of this important
article of commerce, began to be opened out in the
southern part of the district, with rather a disquiet-
ing effect upon the neighbouring tribes, who fancied
they saw possible encroachments upon their hereditary
hunting grounds.. The suspicion found expression in a
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raid upon the tea gardens of Loharband and Monierkhal
in the beginning of 1869. The usual military demon-
stration followed, but on this occasion. owing to delay
in the despatch of the force, lateness of the season and
other causes, the troops employed were obliged to retire
with the object in view unattained, and, as a result, our
prestige with the wild tribes on our frontier consider-
ably diminished.

A weak policy of concession and conciliation was
then tried, and between December 1869 and March
1870, Mr. Edgar, then Deputy Commissioner of Cachar,
and Major MacDonald visited Sukpilal at his home, and
between them fixed a new boundary, which, as after
events will show, was not recognised by the tribes whom
the chief represented.

The outrages which soon followed exceeded in mag-
nitude and ferocity all that had gone before. Raids, al-
most simultaneous in date but emanating from differ-
ent tribes, were made on the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
the semi-independent state of Hill Tipperah, Sylhet,
Cachar and Manipur.

The first raid occurred in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
near the Chima outpost, and was supposed by Captain
Lewin, Political Officer of that district, to have been
effected by a party of Shendus or Eastern Lushais two
hundred strong.

Poyakookie in Hill Tipperah was burnt on the 21st
January 1871,
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Alexandrapore, a tea garden in Cachar, shared the
same fate on the 23rd January, when Mr. Winchester,
a planter on a visit from a neighbouring estate, was
killed, and his daughter Mary, a little girl of six, carried
off by the Howlongs. On the same day the adjoining
garden of Katli Chura was attacked, but the assailants
were driven off.

The village of Ainakhal, in Western Cachar, fared
worse, twenty-five persons being killed, thirty-seven
taken captive, and the houses burned.

The Lushais attacked the garden of Monierkhal on the
26th January, and afterwards the stockade and coolie
lines at the same place, the loss on our side being seven
killed and about as many wounded. The fight lasted
for seventeen hours, and from the vigorous and sustained
nature of the attack, it was supposed that the raiders had
old mutineers among them. They were finally driven

#off with a loss of fifty-seven killed and wounded.

On the following. day Nugdigram was raided, ‘eleven
persons killed and three carried off.

On the 28th a party of eight sepoys were attacked,
and all but one killed; not, however, before they had
accounted for twenty-five Lushais,

The last place attacked in Cachar was the Jalnacherra
tea estate, where, on the 23rd February, seven coolies
were killed and wounded. v

Outrages continued to occur in Sylhet, Tipperah and
Manipur until well on in March.
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‘At the beginning of the incidents which 1 have re-
lated, Mr. Edgar was paying Sukpilal a second visit, but
apparently neither his presence in the country nor the
efforts of the friendly chief had any effect in checking
the intended raids, and for a time considerable anxiety
was felt regarding the safety of the representative of
the British Government. As I have already said, the
theoretical frontier laid down by Mr. Edgar a few months
before and dcquiesced in by Sukpilal, was not recognised
even by the subjects of that chief, and, on the present
occasion, the alleged érievance of the Lushais was that
the tea planters cleared forests on the Cachar frontier,
under the promised protection of the civil authorities,
in tracts which were claimed by the former as their
rightful hunting grounds, although regarded by us as
well within the newly defined line.

Whatever the justice or otherwise of the original
casus belli from the Lushai point of view, such deeds
as I have described, could not be passed over without
further and more effectual steps being taken to punish
the offenders and put a stop to future possible raids.
The season was, howevér, now too far advanced for ex-
tensive military operations, and all that could be done
in the meantime was to summon troops from the gar-
risons of Shillong and Dacca for the protection of the
frontier, and to make preparations on a larger scale
than had even hitherto been done for the despatch of a
force into the enemy’s country, when, with the return
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of the cold weather, the climate should again become
safe for our troops, and the paths practicable.

The plan formed was that two columns should start
as early as possible in November 1871—one from
Cachar, and the other from Chittagong.

Brigadier-General G. Bourchier, C.B., was selected
for the command of the former force, and Brigadier-
General C. Brownlow for that of the latter.

LUSHAI SPEAR HEADS,



CHAPTER 11
Tue Lusnar Exreprrion or 1871-72.

Operations of the Cachar Column.

A rEVIEW of the work done by each column appeared
in the Pioneer at the close of the Expedition, and as the
article will serve my purpose better than any narrative
I can construct from the information scattered through
the letters of special correspondents and the meagre
paragraphs of communicated telegrams, I take the liberty
of quoting it here.

“The strength of each column of the Expedition was
fixed by the Commander-in-Chief at half a battery of .
Mountain Artillery (with rockets), one company of
Sappers and Miners and three regiments of Native
Infantry.

“The regiments selected for the Cachar side were the
22nd, 42nd and 44th, consisting mainly of Punjabis,
Sikhs and Gurkhas—races especially adapted for the
work before them, and equally expert with the mattock
and the bayonet. Carriage was reduced to a minimum,
for the way was long and rough, and the routes uncertain.
Tents were dispensed with, each man being furnished
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with a waterproof sheet for his bedding and left to cut
branches and bamboos to keep the dews from his pillow.
One maund (801bs.) of personal baggage sufficed for the
General ; 6srs. (121bs.) were allowed to the soldier.

- “We need not tarry to explain how elephants and
coolies were got together and sent up, how boats were
seized and boatmen impressed, how the commissariat
toiled and district officers' went almost wild, and how
the fell scourge of cliolera threatened at one time to mar
the whole.

“By the end of November the column had fairly
started into the hills, and on the 6th of December
the civil officer, Mr. Edgar, had left Silchar to join
the troops.

“ Before accompanying them on their weary progress,
it will be well to understand the dispositions made in
support of their advance, and the instructions which we
gather were given them for their gnidance. The goal
which the left (Cachar) column had (if possible) to reach
was the village of Lalburah, son of Vonolel, who had
been mainly concerned in the raids of Monierkhal., It
wag known that this chief dwelt far within the hills
to the south-east of Tipai Mukh, the trijunction point
where Cachar, Manipur and Lushai-land join their
boundaries. The line by which he had to be reached
lay therefore to the extreme east of the district.of Cachar
and up the course of the Barak river, which there runs
northwards from the hills.
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“The whole southern frontier of Cachar stretched
westwards from the column’s right flank and had of
course to be properly protected. This was done by
stationing strong guards at the points where the ordinary
Lushai routes debouched on the district.

“Beyond the hills again to the east of the line of
march lay the territory of Manipur, the confines of which
towards the south-west pointed towards Lalburah and
the other Lushai clans of that neighbourhood, the only
intervening tribes being those of the Sokte Kukis,
a race hostile to the Lushais and friendly to Manipur.
Advantage was taken of this to move a strong Manipur
force down towards the south, with orders not to
invade or attack the Lushais, but merely to serve as
a threatening demonstration against them and as a
support to the Soktés.

“This Manipur contingent was the net into which
subsequent events drove all the captives held by Lal-
burah and many other chiefs.

“Having thus stationed permanent supports, as it
were, on both flanks, General Bourchier prepared to carry
out the plan of the Expedition entrusted to his conduct.
It was a task requiring much political discrimination as
well as military skill. The information which Govern-
ment had as to the perpetrators of the raids was at the
best incomplete.

“ The names of the leaders were, it is true, pretty well
ascertained ; but our knowledge of their tribal relations
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was admittedly imperfect, and it was impossible to say
with certainty that this village shared the guilt while
that was undoubtedly altogether innocent. :Hence it was
evident that the Expedition could not merely march into
Lushai-land to plunder and to ravish, careless of where
its blows might fall, and eager only to burn and slay.
If during its progress guilt were with certainty brought
home to any particular villages, the General’s orders
were to punish without scruple.

“The surrender of chiefs known to hold British
subjects in captivity was to be demanded rigorously,
and in the event of non-compliance, their houses and
property were to be unhesitatingly destroyed. Restor-
ation of captives was also to be insisted on.

“Should it appear that some only of the inhabitants of
a village had joined in the raids without complicity on
the part of the village as a whole, the payment of a fine
and the surrender of the guilty were the punishment to
be inflicted. . Hostages were to be demanded did this
appear necessary. If hostility was met with, resisting
villages were to be attacked and burnt, and the sur-
rounding crops laid waste.

“It was, however, strongly impressed on all that
retaliation was not the main object of the Expedition.

“It was the desire of the Supreme Government to
show the Lushais that they are completely in our power,
to establish permanent friendly relations with them, to
induce them to promise to receive our native agents, to
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make travelling in their country safe to all, to demon-
strate the advantages of trade and commerce, and to
prove to them in short, that they had nothing to gain
but everything to lose by acting against the British
Government. This was the general programme on
which both columns had to work ; and with this before
us we may at last venture to set out from the sudder
station of Cachar.

“For all that portion of their journey which lay between
Silchar and the first Lushai villages it may be roughly
said that the force had to follow the course of the Barak,

“ For fourteen miles or so from the station they had
a fuir track due east to Luckeepore, where the river
takes its great southern bend ; but here the difficulties
of the road commenced, and the troops had actually to
begin their pioneering labours one day’s march from
their head-quarters. At the frontier post of Mynadhar
the force was fairly on the verge of the wild country,
and from the depdt here established the stores required
in front were regularly despatched thereafter.

“ The second grand depdt was at Tipai Mukh, on the
junction of the Barak and the Tipai, between which and
Mynadhar were four distinet stations or camps.

“Up to this point water carriage was to some extent
available, though the river was rapidly falling and not
to be depended upon. Ou the 21st November the 44th
had marched to Luckeepore. By the 9th December it
had cut its way to Tipai Mukh.

R, CL B
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“ There was much to do here in the way of building
hospitals, store-houses and stockades. But they were
now close upon the Lushai fastnesses, and it was deem-
ed expedient to show the enemy without delay what the
force was capable of effecting.

“ Accordingly, on the 13th December, the General
pushed on the Sappers and a wing of the 44th toa camp
five miles out, and commenced therefrom the ascent of
the Senvong range through fine timber forests, encamp-
ing ultimately at an elevation of 4,000 feet.

“ From this point looking southward, the Tuibhoom
river was seen flowing from the east into the Tipai.

“ Across the latter stream to the west stretched the
‘jooms’ and cottages of Kholel, while far away on the
south-eastern hills perched the more advanced villages
of Poiboi.

“From its lofty camp on the Senvong the little party
descended by a long day’s march towards the conflu-
ence of the Tipai and Tuibhoom, crossing the former
stream by a weir, in spite of the yells and threatening
demonstrations of a crowd of armed Lushais. It was
in vain the General assured them that his intentions
were not necessarily hostile ; that if they did not molest
his men he would do them and theirs no injury. Noth-
ing succeeded in producing confidence, and with a final
yell of defiance they at last disappeared to take counsel
for the work of the morrow.

“Next day (the 23rd December) the troops commenced
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the ascent of the hill on which the Kholel villages lay,
and were received at the first clearing by a volley from
a Lushai ambuscade. This, of* course, prevented all
hope of peaceful negotiation. Had they remained quiet,
we should merely have marched into their villages, in-
terviewed their chiefs, and settled our relations for the
future. As it was, the village was taken with a rush,
fired, and its granaries destroyed.

“ Another village, a mile further along the ridge, was
occupied as a camp, and a third village at the summit of the
mountain was captured and burnt before evening closed.

“ Next day and the next the troops were occupied
with raids on the surrounding villages and granaries,
and a lesson was read to the unbelieving men of Kholel
which they are not likely soon to forget.

“It was disappointing to be met with hostility at the
ontset, especially from villages with the chief men of
which Mr. Edgar had had some apparently friendly
palavers before the Expedition started.

“ Mora, the ‘muntri’ (envoy) of Impanu, the old lady
who at present rules these villages, had indeed met the
General at the crossing of the Tipai, but had disap-
peared with the rest when the troops crossed over.

“On the 26th December the force evacuated Kholel
and returned to the camp in the valley below near the
stream ; but being still constantly harrassed by firing
from the surrounding jungles, a second foray was made
on the 29th; the mountain was again scaled more
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to the west by a party of the 42nd which had now
come up, and the blaze of fresh villages and granaries
would soon have followed had not the enemy suddenly,
unexpectedly and very dramatically made complete

submission.
« As the troops advanced they were met by Dharpong,

a muntri of the still distant Poiboi, who had been with
them at an early part of- the Expedition. This gentle-
man clad in orange-coloured garments, and decked with
a lofty plume, now came and interceded for Kholel, and
by anticipation for Poiboi. Assured that it was not
the wish to continue hostilities which we had not be-
gun, he climbed up a tree, and from its summit emit-
ted an unearthly yell that echoed from the surrounding
peaks, put a sudden stop to the dropping fire in the
jungles, and brought in the Lushais in crowds to frater-
nize with their late opponents.

«The muntris declared that the elders of the tribe had
never wished for war, that the young braves had rashly
commenced hostilities and brought all this sorrow on
their homesteads. On the 30th and 31st Mora and
other muntris came in, peace offerings were offered and
accepted, and the year closed in comparative quiet.

% The camp was soon thronged with Lushais, young
and old, bringing pumpkins, fowls, and ginger, for barter,
and curious to examine the appurtenances of civilization
in the shape of watches and burning glasses. Every
effort was made to gain their confidence, and messengers
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were sent to the tribes ahead to explain more fully to
them the objects of the Expedition.

“ On the 6th of January the force advanced from the
Tuibhoom east by south towards the Tuitoo, another
affluent of the Tipai, crossing the intervening ridge at
a height of 3,400 feet. Thence almost due south over
a difficult road they marched to the village of Pachnee,
the ninth station out from Mynadhar, overhanging a
sudden bend of the Tipai. Here they could see to the
eastward the precipitous cliffs on which stood the prin-
cipal northern villages of Poiboi, while, as far as the
eye could reach, to the west lay villages and ‘jooms.’

“ Waiting here for reinforcements and stores the Gen-
eral took the opportunity of making an excursion to the
old site of Kholel, where was the village of Vonpilal,
the former Chief of that clan. The village had been
burnt six days before our arrival, but the tomb was in-
tact,and consisted of a stone platform twenty feet square
and four feet high, surrounded by poles on which hung
skulls of wild oxen, deer and goats, enigmatical repre-
sentations, drinking vessels, and the skuil of a pony
slaughtered at the funeral.

“On the 13th the force made preparations for its on-
ward march. It was but 2} miles from Pachnee down to
Tipai, but it gave two wings of the 42nd and 44th hard
work to clear a road. So steep was it naturally in places
that the Lushais had been wont to let themselves down

by ropes of cane, which primitive aids to locomotion
B¥
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were hanging down the fall of the rock when our men
arrived.  The force was now coming close upon Poiboi,
already referred to as one of the most powerful Chiefs
of this quarter, whose attitude, notwithstanding the
presence in camp of his muntri Dharpong, was still
uncertain,

“Two wings had been left to overawe Kholel in the
rear. There was a wing at Tipai Mukh and a wing in
the two stations immediately in rear of the advance,
which itself consisted, as we have seen, of two wings
with the General and head-quarters. Small detachments
held intermediate posts, and the artillery had got as far
as the camp at the confluence of the Tuibhoom and
Tipai, but was fast pushing on to the front, and had,
indced, joined the General before he crossed the bend of
the Tipai below Pachnee. It was well, as it turned
out, that he was in a position to make a good display
of force at this point.

“The Lushais were evidently very unhappy at his
determination to procced. The village of Chipooee
and Tingridong, which lay on the mountain across
the river, were nominally subject to Poiboi, but were
situated so far from his chief village as to be, to some
extent independent.

“We were anxious therefore to secure their neutral-
ity, but, at the same time, they were half afraid to treat
us well lest Poiboi should resent it hereafter.

“As the force scaled the hill to Chipooee they were
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met by Dharpong and a crowd of Lushais, who pretend-
ed that Poiboi himself had come to meet the General,
The man put forward as the chief turned out, however,
to be an impostor, and, as a punishment for the decep-
tion, the General warned them that he would now listen
to none but Poiboi himself in his principal residence.
Leaving a strong party to watch these doubtful villages,
and taking the headmen on as hostages, the force again
set out south-eastward.

“The road as usual led over a lofty ridge down to ano-
ther affluent of the Tipai, and then up a mountain chain
on the other side. The reconnoitring party in advance
came here upon two paths—one running along the ridge,
the other turning down to the east. Across the latter
was suspended a rude imitation with figures sus. per
coll., and a block roughly cut into the representation of
a body with the scalp off.

“These were intended as warnings not to take the
path so guarded—warnings, however, which were after-
wards known to be treacherous and deceitful. For.
tanately the leaders of the advance were not easily
frightened, and they forthwith selected the tabooed road,
which they explored without accident. On the road
left open the Lushais were lying in wait and ready
for an attack!

“ Next day (the 25th January) Dharpong who had
been sent on to summon out Poiboi, appeared in camp
and warned the General thut he would be attacked if he
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went on. This, of course, had no effect ; but attacked
he was on all sides, in the midst of one of the worst bits
of.ground yet traversed by the troops, The men, how-
ever, behaved splendidly, and although the General him-
self was wounded, the enemy was driven off and severely
punished, and the road in advance secured.

“This attack proved that Poiboi and Lalburah had
actually coalesced, and had determined to oppose the
further march of the column. Accordingly, as a foretaste
of what they might expeet, parties were sent out to burn
Poiboi’s villages on the neighbouring heights, and here,
for the first time, the artillery made play, and*struck
terror and wonder into the minds of the Lushais, who
fled from their stockades in panic, and left their home-
steads eventually undefended.

“ Tt is worth mentioning here that on the kodies of
some of the Lushais slain in this skirmish was found
ammunition taken from the Sepoys killed at Nugdigram
in the Cachar raids—proof positive that the Expedition
was on the right track, and that the tribes who now
opposed us were actuated rather by despair of pardon
than hope ‘of success. The lessons thus taught him
seem, however, to have convinced Poiboi that he had
better separate himself from his ally Lalburah,

“ He was warned that a heavy fine of hill oxen and
other things, with complete submission, could alone con-
done his rash resistance, and that his villages would all

be burnt unless he came in.
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“He began sending in presents forthwith, but the
General replied that he would only treat in Sellam the
chief village of the tribe ; and for Sellam, on the 1st
February, the column marched, crossing three ridges—
one 5,850 feet high—to the top of the Lengting range,
where they came in sight of Sellam and its dependen-
cies, crowning the hill over against them, and stretch-
ing with ¢ joom’ and clearing for some three or four
miles. Here again Dharpong, the muntri, appeared bear-
ing offerings, but nothing served to stay the advance,
and Sellam deserted by Poiboi and his followers was
entered in peace.

“The very furniture from the chief’s house—a great
hall 100 feet long—had been rcmoved. Skulls and
antlers alone hung on the deserted walls.

“ Next day, however, the Lushaiscame fearlessly tothe
camp, and were given to understand that only Poiboi’s
submission could eventually save their villages. Poiboi
with his guilty fears had, it now appeared, sent cm-
bassies to General Nuthall and the Manipuris ; but his
submission to General Dourchier in Sellam was what
was uniformly insisted on, and to Sellam he seemed
determined not to come.

“ Here the preparations were made for the final dash
upon Lalburah. Two guns and four hundred men were
the force detailed for this service ; baggage was almost
entirely got rid of. Time was pressing, and the work
required to be speedily done with, On the 12th Febru-
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_ary the troops started upon the last stage of the Expe-
dition. Five days marching almost due south, through
an elevated mountain region over ridges in some places
6,600 fect high, brought them at length in full view of
the valley of Champai, the head-quarters of Lalburah,
son of Vonolel, leader of the raids on Monierkhal. On
the 17th February they reached the village. But other
invaders had been before them ; and signs of war and
slaughter greeted them on every side.

«The withdrawal of the Manipur contingent from the
front owing to sickness, had set free the Sokte Kukis,
old enemies of the Lushais, who seizing the opportunity
and knowing the panic caused by the advance of the
British column, made fierce onslaught on Lalburah under
the guidance of Kamhow their chief. Lalburah had,
it is true, beaten them off with loss ; but their attack
had probably prevented his occupying a strong position
which he had stockaded and prepared, across the route
by which the column came, and frustrated the hopes
he entertained of entangling them in the mountains.
His village was now found deserted, and was forthwith
burnt to the ground, only the tomb of his father Vonolel
escaping the flames.

“(On the neighbouring height dwelt the widow of
Vonolel, herself a powerful and wise old woman, who
had in vain urged her sons to submission. From her
a fine was levied of war-gongs, oxen, goats and such like,
which she did not refuse to pay. Besides this, it was
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stipulated that three headmen should return as hostages
to Tipai Mukh ; that they should receive Government
agents in their villages when required ; that either the
twelve muskets taken at Monierkhal and Nugdigran
should be given up, or a similar number of their own
fire-arms be surrendered.

“On the 20th February the conditions were complied
with, and next day the force, its task accomplished, set
out on its return. Poiboi, in nervous dread of punish-
ment, had, we may notice, been hovering round the
camp all the way from Sellam, and had even met the
native assistants of the civil officer, but nothing had
induced him to come in and sue for peace. This is
the one failure in the operations of this column.

“It was nincty-two days since the head-quarters of
the Expedition had left Cachar, During that time they
had been almost constantly on foot, cutting the roads by
which they advanced over lofty mountains, ridge after
ridge, crossing and recrossing numberless streams, scal-
ing fastnesses of hostile tribes, burning their villages and
destroying their crops when punishment was demanded,
proving at the same time to the peaceably-disposed that
conciliation was more agrecable to us than scourge.

“ The return march was rather a festal than an armed
progress. Molested by no ¢énemies, the column retraced
its steps, attended by crowds of admiring Lushais, who
thronged its camps and bartered their country produce
for articles valuable to them and costing little to us.



28 LUSHAI EXPEDITION OF 1871-72.

Headmen and muntris from all the tribes attended the
General to Tipai Mukh.

“ By noon on the 10th of March the last man had
left that station, and the column withdrew to Cachar,
leaving behind it some hundred miles of mountain road
to testify to the perseverance and pluck of the gallant
corps who had cut and blasted a path from Mynadhar to
Champai and avenged the outrage of Monierkhal at the
tomb of Vonolel.”

GUN AND POWDER HORNS USED BY CHINS AND LUSHAIS.



CHAPTER IIL
Tue Luszar ExpepitioN oF 1871-72— (continued).

Operations of the Chittagong Column.

‘I treating of the doings of the left colamn, we set
forth the general principles by which the Expedition as
a whole was to be guided. We may now note that while
the main object of the left column was to get at and
punish the tribes who had raided on" Monierkhal and
East Cachar, it was the aim of the Chittagong force
to reach the Sylu chief Savunga, who was known to
have been concerned in the raids on West Cachar, the
sack of Alexandrapore and the murder of Mr. Winches-
ter. With the Howlongs too we had a score to settle,
but it was not at the outset certain which columwn could
most effectually deal with them.

“Mr. Edgar had hoped that the Cachar troops would
have penetrated by tolerably easy roads to Lalburah's
village, and remaining there, would at leisure have sub-
dued the neighbouring tribes, including the Howlongs,
who were supposed to be near.

“But the difficulties of the way made it latein the
season when Lalburah was reached, and the site of the
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village was found to be so far to the east that General
Bourchier at Champai had over thirty miles of mountain
ridges between himself and General Brownlow at the
most easterly point to which the latter attained. 18,72)

“To the Chittagong column, therefore, fell the task of
dealing both with Sylus and Howlongs, and although
the two branches of the Expedition never met among
the hills, we shall see that each did its work thoroughly
and well, and we shall find that, in the end, their failing
to unite was a matter of very secondary importance,

“The great advantage possessed by the right column
as compared with the left was, that it had the sea or
rather Calcutta as a tolerably convenient base, and that
it had water carriage up to a point in the almost im-
mediate vicinity of its active operations. The Kurna-
fulee, which cleaves the north of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, is navigable by river steamers up to Rangamatti,
a distance of seventy-one miles ; thence to Kasalong,
seventeen miles further up, light country-boats of 18
inches draught could go; and beyond that twelve miles
further on to Lower Burkal, small boats and canoes,
carrying about five maunds each, could very well be used.
The troops selected for this column were the 2nd and
4th Gurkhas and the 27th Punjab Infantry with half
a mountain battery and a company of Sappers and
Miners—a force precisely the same in composition and
character as that with General Bourchier.

“On the 28th October General Brownlow landed in
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Chittagong, and no time was lost in completing the
commissariat arrangements already well advanced, and
in pushing on provisions as far as Kasalong. The
course of the Kurnafulee above this place is broken at
intervals by dangerous rapids, the first of which is
situated between upper and lower Burkal. From Kasa-
long to Burkal the river runs due east. At Burkal it
takes a sudden northward turn, and above the rapids is
found a clear, deep, sluggish stream navigable by boats
for nineteen miles to the rapids of Ootan Chutra.

“ By dint of great labour boats were dragged up the
Burkal falls, and a river service established on the reach
above. Beyond Ootan Chutra to Demagiri the course
of the stream as we ascend turns again to the east, till
we reach Demagiri, a point where the great Ohephum
range abuts on the Kurnafulee from the south, and the
Sirtay Klang meets it from the north, Canoes it was
found could be got up the Ootan Chutra rapids as far
as Demagiri. It was well indeed that this boat service
between Burkal and Demagiri was possible, for the land
route between those places was all but impracticable.
Only sixteen miles apart as the crow flies, it was a five
days’ march of forty-one and a half miles to traverse by
the ordinary Kuki path, two-thirds of which lay along
the beds of torrents, the rest being through all but
impervious jungle By dint of great labour a road was
cut passable for unladen elephants and coolies, but laden
elephants were to the last unable to traverse it. From



32 LUSHAI EXPEDITION OF 1871-72.

the ranges on either side of Demagiri a fine view was ob-
tained of the Sylu and Howlong country. Five ranges
lay before them to be crossed rising to 4,000 and 5,000
feet covered with forest to the very top. In every inter-
vening valley was a stream now rushing fiercely shallow
amid its boulders, and now flowing deep and unfordable
between large silent woods.

¢ At Burkal the General was joined by Rutton Puya,
the Kuki chief of whom we have heard so much, and
who since 1860 has been our more or less faithful ally.

“ His present villages lie on the Ohephum range south
of Demagiri, and he offered to lead the force by land as
far as that place.  What the road he led them was like
we have seen above,

“ At Demagiri there was much to do ; a standing camp
had to be cleared, and provisions for the whole force got
up in anticipation of an advance. Demagiri was to the
Chittagong column what Tipai Mukh was to that from
Cachar. 1t was the 1st of December before there was
food enough in store to warrant a forward movement.

“For four miles above Demagiri the river was imprac-
ticable, but canoes were placed on the reach above, as
they had been above Burkal, and ten miles more of
water carriage was thus secured. '

“Some little way above this point the force left the
valley of the Kurnafulee and turned northward along
the Sabjuck. From the furthest point on this stream
to which canoes could go, the troops commenced their
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regular hill work, marching north by east to attack
Vanunah, the first great Sylu chief on the Belkai range,
and to commence that severe course of discipline which
in time taught the Sylusthat the way of transgressors
is hard.

“On the 14th December Vanunah was captured by
surprise—surprise common both to the Lushais and to
our reconnoitring party, which came suddenly on the
village from above after losing its way in the woods.

“The Sylus had, in reply to our overtures, already
intimated their full intention of fighting, and had made
no signs of submission. On the contrary, a few days
later they vindicated their reputation as warriors and
braves by attacking in force three little Gurkhas carry-
ing the post-bag, and were very much astonished to
find that, after shooting one of them from behind a tree,
the other two did not run away, but showed effective
fight until a rescue came. From Vanunal’s village
Colonel Macpherson with three companics was sent on
a five days’ raid to the east. Down into the valley below
and up the range beyond, his men toiled scrambling, and
on the third day they made Lal Heera, only eight miles
from Vanunah as the crow flies. This they burnt with
two other villages beyond, and destroyed vast quantities
of grain, getting back to Vanunah on Christmas Day.

‘ Another raiding party had been out during their
absence to the north-east, and done equally good service

of a similar kind, and returned home “driving off ta’
R, cL c
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cattle” to assist the stores of a much-tried commissariat.

“On the 27th the head-quarters moved northward
along the range from Vanunah for thirteen miles, and
thence a few days later turnedeastward on its way to
Savunga (the head village of the Sylu tribe) and the
Howlong fastnesses beyond. From Upper Hoolien a
captured village en route, a full view was obtained of the
country they had to traverse, and it was seen that there
were still three ranges to cross with the intervening
valleys. 4

“While the force rested at Hoolien a party raided
north, and took villages and stockades defended with
some energy although without persistence.

“On the 13th of January Sylu Savunga was occupied
and found deserted, and the conquest of the Sylus was
then complete. The position of this village was singu-
larly fine. Lying on a hill 3,200 feet high with the
Klang Dong or Dhaleswari flowing under it on its way
to Cachar, a tributary of the Gootai rising at its western
base, and a branch of the Kurnafulee taking its course
southward close by.

“The Sylu chief dwells, as it were, at the very
omphalos of the hills, and sends out his war parties
north and south to plunder in Cachar or slay in
Chittagong.

“We have spoken of the troops raiding and burning in
the course of our narrative as things of course, but in
fact no effort was spared to induce the Sylus to come
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in and make terms. By messengers and notices, by
shouting parleys across rivers and amid the woods,
they were warned and encouraged and invited to come
in ; but their hearts were guilty, and their hands not
clean, so savage-like they doubted of that which should
happen unto them. Their doubts were their destruction,
and in truth, politically speaking, it was better for the
future peace of the hills that things were as they were,
Punishment has more effect when felt than when fancied,
and if we have one regret in conncction with the whole
Expedition it is this, that the move easterly villages of
the Southern Howlongs (the most formidable of the
tribes) were wise enough to submit at the first summons,
as we shall see below, and that the residence of their
principal chief Vandula was never occupied even for
an hour., Bloodshed and burning we do not affect ; but
peaceful occupation to vindicate our power and policy
was much to be desired. We are, however, anticipating.
The rest of our narrative we must condense. From
Savunga the destruction of other Sylu villages to the
north was effected, and Rutton Puya was despatched
as a messenger to the Northern Howlongs dwelling
across the Dhaleswari,

“Rutton Puya travelled by a more southern and round-
about road to avoid the refugee Sylus, and was met
by messengers from the ITowlongs bringing in Mary
Winchester as an earnest of peace. General Brownlow
waited patiently at Savunga from the 12th January to
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the 11th February to give his emissary time to work
upon the Howlong mind. Then finding that no reply
had come from the northern section of the tribe, though
the southern chiefs said they would come in at Demagiri,
the force at last crossed the Dhaleswari.

‘ No resistance was offered, though the villages were
fired by the inhabitants as they advanced. On the 16th,
however, Sungbhanga and Benkoea, the great chiefs
of the clan, came into camp and submitted, agreeing
to give up their captives and to admit our troops to
their villages. Two days later Lalburah (not he of
Champai) Jatoma and Lienrikum, other leading chiefs,
came in, and the same day the first instalment of the
returned captives rewarded the exertions of the force,
and testified to the sincerity of the Lushais. :

“ A detachment of Gurkhas attended the survey officers
through the villages, and on the 23rd the troops set out
on their homeward march accompanied for a time by
crowds of Howlongs, male and female, clad many of
them in dark cotton tartans, and wearing as ornament
the true Highland sporran.

“With curious inconsistency, the Sylus having been
utterly harried and ruined, came in as the force retired,
and made full submission.

“On arrival at Demagiri General Brownlow started
with four companies eastwards to quicken the movements
of the Southern Howlongs who had not yet appeared.
Forty miles march over a peaceful country and a final
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climb of 4,000 feet brought them to the village of
Sypora, an inferior chief, who at once submitted.

“ At the Dhaleswari beyond, the General was met by
Vantonga, one of the leading chiefs, and by the sons of
the great Vandula who brought in captives and did
homage on their father’s behalf.

“The season was now late, and General Brownlow
accepted this and returned, to save the force the three
days’ eastward march which lay between the river and
Vandula.

“ We cannot blame him for this, but of all the chiefs in
that quarter Vandula is the one we should have most
wished to see humbled.

“ There are, however, good grounds for hoping that the
permanent establishment of a strong post at Demagiri
will secure his good behaviour for the future.

“ The right column had now done its work. Its four
months’ campaign had reduced two powerful tribes and
brought in fifteen chiefs, rescued many captives and
added to our maps in detail three thousand square
miles of hill country.”



CHAPTER 1V.
Tue Lusnar ExreprrioNn or 1889.

Attack on Lieutenant Stewart's Party and other
Lushai Raids. '

TnE lessons taught by the Expedition of 1871.72 ap-
peared to have made a considerable impression upon the
Lushais, for although, in pursuance of hereditary feuds,
or in retaliation for recent insults and injuries, they still
continued to raid upon each other, such disturbances
were, for a long time, confined to their own territory.

In January 1882 a body of two or three hundred men
described as Shendits and Malliam Puis, headed by a
chief named Howsata, attacked and took a village be-
longing to a Lushai chief Lalseva, situated about four
miles beyond our border. Twenty-nine Lushais were
killed, seven wounded and ninety-nine persons carried
off as prisoners. Lalseva applied to us for help, but
this was refused on the ground that the village did not
lie within British territory.

On the 18th November of the following year a party
of police travelling from Burkal to Demagiri were set
upon by Kukis, who were afterwards ascertained to be
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Malliam Puis acting as scouts for a large body of east-
ern Lushais. A follower was shot, and two of the
police drowned from the capsizing of a boat, while the
enemy got off with only one casualty.

After this the country remained quict until the early
part of 1888 when a head hunting party from the tribes
beyond the Koladyne ventured once more to cross the
frontier and to commit, in this instance, a most unpro-
voked outrage upon a small survey party commanded
by Licutenant J. F. Stewart, of the 1st Battalion, Lein-
ster Regiment, who, in conjunction with Lieutenant J.
Me.D. Baird, of the 2nd Battalion, Derbyshire Regi-
ment, was making a reconnaisance to the south-east
of Rangamatti, with a view to a new road being opened
up, and this part of the frontier, admittedly the weakest,
strengthened by the establishment of additional posts.

Lieutentant Stewart was to use Rangamatti as his base,
and from there work southwards along the Belaisuri Tong
range as far as the Rang Kyong river, where Lieutenant
Baird starting from Demagiri was expectedto meet him.

Lieutenant Stewart was accompanied by two men of
his own regiment.—Lance-Corporal McCormik and
Private Owens—-to assist in the survey operations, and
he had as an escort one naick (corporal) and ten sepoys
(Gurkhas) of the border police.

He left Rangamatti on the 16th January, and two
days after, information was received at Demagiri, from
a friendly chief Saipuya, that a large body of men, from
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Malliam Pui, Tlan Tlang and Lungten, were on the war-
path and proceeding in a westerly direction.

Although such alarms had come to be regarded some-
what in the light of the traditional ery of *“ wolf,” parties
of police were sent to the north and south of Demagiri,
and a warning of the rumour conveyed to Lieutenant
Stewart.

On the 2rd February he had worked along the Belaisuri
Tong and was then encamped on a flat piece of ground,
about eightecn miles in a direct line from Rangamatti,
on a spur which connected it with the Saichal range.

By this time he had received information of a second
impending raid, but with such contempt did he regard
either the probability of an attack or the valour of his
enemies, that when pressed by the naick of the escort
to be on his guard and to take additional precautions
he replied : “Kuki log ane se hamara salaam do” (give
my compliments to the hill men and let them come on),
and persistently declined even to post a sentry. He
had left five sepoys of his small guard behind him, one
to return with his clephants, another to take back his
letters, and three to look after part of the provisions and
form a depdt o few miles to the rear.

The hour of dawn, when the vital tide appears to be
at the ebb and the senses are still under the drowsy
influences of the night, is the one almost invariably
chosen by the Chins and Lushais to attack their un-
suspecting victiwas.
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The camp was so arranged that the sepoys slept in
advance, then came the stores, next the huts occupied
by Stewart and the two European soldiers, and in the
rear the coolies.

In the early morning Licutenant Stewart awoke,
dressed, and gave the usual orders for the move, but had
not left his hut or put on his boots. The two soldiers
were still asleep in their own quarters, and the sepoys of
the escort were beginning to move about, one lighting
a fire, and the others engaged in the various prepara-
tions which precede the striking of a camp in the east.

Suddenly a shot was fired which hit one of the sepoys
in the thigh, breaking the bone ; then two more follow-
ed, one of which wounded another of the escort in the
arm. Taken thus by surprise some confusion ensued,
and a few seconds passed befoxje the fire of the enemy
was returned. Mr. Stewart’s servant with the guide and
coolies ran away, and I regret to have to record that one
of the sepoys followed their example. Two, as T have
stated, had already been wounded, one had gone into the
jungle before the attack commenced, and there were thus
left only Mr. Stewart, the two European soldiers, Naick
Kali Sing, and Sepoy Gaja Ram.

The European soldiers took no part in the defence
from beginning to end, and the explanation of their in-
action afterwards given by Sepoy Gaja Ram, was that
their ammunition was with the coolies—surely a strange
arrangement when raiders were reported to be about !
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Lieutenant Stewart began firing as soon as he emerg-
ed frem his hut—first with a revolver, and afterwards
with his breech-loading gun. He was immmediatly
joined by the two remaining men of the guard, and the
three kept up a brisk return to the shots of the Lushais,
until poor Stewart received a bullet in the chest and fell
back dead, not, however, before he and the twomen had
accounted for several of the enemy. Such was the story
told by the survivors, but, as Stewart’s body was after-
wards found at the foot of a precipice twenty or thirty
yards from the huts, some of the particulars are prob-
ably inaccurate.

The two Gurkhas had now necarly come to the end
of their ammunition, and, as their commander was be-
yond the reach of human aid, they considered that they
were justified in looking after their own safety, and, ac-
cordingly, retired through the jungle towards the depdt
where the provisions had been left. As they retreated,
they heard the exultant yell which probably marked the
discovery of Stewart’s body.

Throughout the attack that officer preserved the in-
trepid coolness and disregard for personal safety which
bad marked his previous conduct.

Although the naick and sepoy tried to induce him to
take cover under a clump of bamboos near the pathway,
he refused to do so, either because he did not wish to
leave his cartridges, which were in the hut, or because
he thought he could do more execution where he was.
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The naick and sepoy met the three men who had
been left at the depdt, and who had been informed of the
attack by the fugitive coolies. With them they returned
to the scene of the late conflict, which they reached
shortly after noon.

All was then quiet, and they found the bodies of the
two European soldiers stripped and decapitated. A fur-
ther search by Mr. Murray, District Superintendent of
Police, who visited the spot shortly afterwards, revealed
the headless trunk of the sepoy who had been shot in the
thigh, and who had dragged himself to a stream close by.

No trace of Mr. Stewart could be obtained, although
the body of one of the European soldiers was at first
mistaken for his. The camp had been thoroughly loot-
ed, and among the spoil were included three Snider
rifles belonging to the sepoy (Theka Ram) who had
been killed, the man (Jangbir Thapa) who had been
absent when the fight began, and Narbir Thapa who
had run away ; also the two Martini-Henry rifles of the
British soldiers, Liefitenant Stewart’s double-barrelled
gun, his pistol, and some other personal cffects. The
bodics found were buried on the morning of the 7th
February, wooden crosses being put up to mark the spot.

On the 25th, a party of hill men instigated by a pro-
mised reward of Rs. 200 offered by Mr. Lyall, Comumis-
sioner of Chittagong, discovered the body of Lieutenant
Stewart lying at the foot of a precipice down which it
had apparently fallen. 1t was headless but not stripped,
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and was identified by the clothes, decomposition being
advanced.

The motive of the above murders arose, not from any
alleged grievance against the British Government, but
to fulfil an obligation nnder which Howsata, one of the
chiefs of the Malliam Puis had placed himself to his
father-in-law Jahuta, of the Tlan Tlang or Tantin Clan.

The story goes that Howsata had quarrelled with his
wife who then took refuge with her father Jahuta, and
that the latter, with some hesitation, only agreed to re-
store the lady to her legal owner on condition that he
presented him with the heads of two foreigners, the idea,
I believe, in the minds of these simple savages, being
that the original owners of the ghastly trophies become
the slaves of their final possessors in a future state of
existence.

It was therefore by accident that the raiding party
came across Stewart’s camp, and, finding it unguarded,
considered the opportunity of attaining their object too
good to lose. Had ordinary precfutions been taken for
the safety of the party, there is little doubt that the at-
tempt would not have been made, for neither Chin nor
Lushai cares much for fighting unless the chances are
all in his favour.

As in the case of the raids of 1871, the season was too
far advanced for immediate retributive measures, and the
despatch of a punitive expedition had to be postponed
untill the following cold weather.
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During the summer of 1888 a scheme of operations
on the Chittagong frontier was framed by a committee
under the orders of His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief, which embraced the despatch of a small force to
Demagiri, from which a flying column was to be sent to
meet another from the Burma side at Haka, with small-
er expeditions in different directions from the base.

On the 22nd September, however, the Government
finally decided that, owing to the unsettled state of the
Chindwin district, it would be inexpedient to take any
further action against the Shendds or Eastern Lushais
for the present, but, at Mr. Lyall’s suggestion; sanction-
ed the despatch of a small military force to act as a
reserve to the police.

With this object in view, during the following Nov-
ember 250 men of the 9th Bengal Infantry were sent
up to strengthen the police outposts. Such half mea-
sures in dealing with uncivilised races are almgst in-
variably unsatisfactory, and generally have to be followed
up by operations more elaborate and expensive than
would have been required had the original offence been
promptly and effectually punished. It was very soon
found that the presence of 250 additional sepoys was
not sufficient to put a stop to further raids.

On the 13th December, an attack, characterised by
unusual ferocity, was made on a village, only four wiles
from our outpost of Demagiri and within British terri-
tory, belonging to a chieftainess called the Pakuma Rani.
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Here indiscriminate and purposeless slaughter seems
to have been indulged in, simply from the savage love
of bloodshed. Neither age nor sex was spared, and, to
complete t’ eir work of destruction, the raiders set fire
to the village comtaining the headless corpses of their
unfortunate victims. The Rani and twenty-one of her
subjects were slain, while fifteen were carried off cap-
tive. It was subsequenty ascertained that the three
Sylu chiefs, Nikama, Lungliena, and Kairuma, were
responsible for the deed. The event was speedily
followed by a serics of raids, on a larger scale and
marked by similar acts of cruelty, which took place in
the Upper Chengri valley, about forty-three miles north-
west of Rangamatti, between'the 8th and 10th of
January 1889. Twenty-four villages were raided, 101
persons killed, and 91 carried into captivity, the number
of assailants, who belonged to the Sylu tribe, being
estimated at 600.

The story told by two women who were taken pri-
soners, but afterwards escaped, well illustrates the fero- -
city of the savages. In describing her experiences in
the retreat of her captors one of them said : “In the
morning as we were starting, finding that I was unable
to carry the brass plates and other things they had
taken from my house, a Kuki came up and seized my
elder boy who clung to my clothes. The man grasped
him by the hair, forcibly dragged him away a few yards,
and killed him with his dka. Then he returned and
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seized the infant at my breast, and killed him in the
same manner before my eyes.” The other woman had
also her child snatched from her armns and killed, ten
children being thus massacred.

At this time our old friend, the Sylu chief Sukpilal,
had gone over to the majority, and his sons, eight in
number, reigned in his stead. Either he had failed to
impress them with a just appreciation of the majesty of
the British power, or time had dimmed the memory of
the parental precepts, for it was ascertained that the un-
fortunate captives had been carried off to the village of
Lienpunga, one of the sons of Sukpilal, and that there-
fore he, aided probably by one or more of his brothers,
must have been implicated in the raid on the Chengri
valley. Forbearance was no longer possible, and it was
determined to employ what remained of the cold wea-
ther in the organisation and despatch of a punitive force.
Time, however, permitted of only the village of Howsata,
one of the chiefs implicated in the raid on Licutenant
Stewart’s party being visited, and most of the other
objects which it was desirable to attain had to be left to
& more convenient season.



CHAPTER V.
Tue Lusnar ExpepitionN oF 1889 (continued).

Advance on Howsata’s Village.

Tue colunn which was ordered to concentrate at
Demagiri, and which was to be styled the  Lushai Ex-
peditionary Force,” comprised the following troops :—

2nd Bengal Infuntry e 250 men,
9th Bengal Infantry e o e 250,
2nd Battalion 2nd Gurkha Regiment ... e 400
4th Madras Infantry (Pioneers) e e 200,

Two guus of No. 2 Bombay Mountain Battery

The whole under the command of Colonel V. W.
Tregear, General List, Infantry.

Ammunition.—Seventy rounds in pouch, thirty on
coolies and one hundred in reserve. Total, 200 rounds
in regimental charge.

Transport.—A corps of 1,000 coolies to be raised in
the Punjab and North-Western Provinces, with such
additional coolies as it might be found possible to engage
locally. Thirty-eight elephants were also to be sent.

To the frontier post of Demagiri the route to be fol-
lowed was almost identical with that taken by the right
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or Chittagong column of 1871-72, viz., from Chittagong
to Rangamatti, up the picturesque course of the Kurna-
fulee river by steamer, and thence, for the troops, by land
in four marches, vid Burkal to Demagiri, while stores
were transhipped to smaller boats at Rangamatti and
conveyed to their destination by water, dug-outs being
used for the latter part of the journey. A break in the
continuity of the river carriage, to the extent of nearly
two miles, occurred at the Burkal falls.

The boats had to be unloaded at the lower end known
as Peshgiserra, and the goods carried by coolies to the
Burkal stockade where they were re-embarked. Above
this point there are some further obstructions in the
shape of strong rapids, especially at Ootan Chutra and
the Bara Harina Khal, but through all these the dug-
outs could be dragged, although with considerable
difficulty when the water was low.

With the exception of the detachment of the 9th
Bengal Infantry, which, as we have seen, had been sent
up early in November to strengthen the Frontier Police,
the components of the force arrived at Demagiri, the base
of operations, on the following dates :—Detachment 2nd
Bengul Infantry on 11th and 12th January 1889 ; two
guns, Bombay Mountain Battery, on 22nd and 28th
January ; Detachment 4th Madras Pioneers on the latter
dates ; and the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Gurkha Regiment, on
the 4th and 15th February.

The three objects of the Expedition were defined in
B, CL b
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Government letter No. 65L, dated 6th February 1889,
as under :—

(1) To construct a road in the direction of the
Shendi country.

(2.) To punish Howsata and Jahuta for the mur-
der of the late Lieutenant Stewart. ‘

(3.) To establish an advanced post to be garrisoned
during the season. 4 :

The second of the above orders was subsequently
modified by a telegram received on the 8rd March, which
directed that no punitive expedition was to be under-
taken unless further circumstances rendered it absolute-
ly necessary ; but ultimately, much to the delight of the
officers and men engaged, a final message which arrived
on the 12th March permitted them to make Howsata's
village the objective of the column.

Meanwhile the troops, assisted by upwards of 2,500
Chakma (a dark-skinned race in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts) and Bengali coolies, who had been engaged by
the civil authorities, were employed in the construction
of a road from Demagiri to Lungleh, a distance of forty-
one miles ; the latter place, due east from the former,
having becn selected as the site for an advanced post.

The task of driving a road through such a country
was no light one, large cuttings having to be made on
the hill side, and temporary bridges to be erected over
the numerous streams and nullahs which intersected the
vath. In addition to the above work the Chakma coolies
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were at first employed in building temporary huts for
the accommodation of the troops at the different halt-
ing places, but soon the sepoys learnt to do this for
themselves, the Gurkhas especially possessing a natural
aptitude for this sort of work and being able to turn
their “ kookeries " to any kind of cutting operation from
the sharpening of a lead pencil to the felling of a tree.

The formation of the road was begun on the 16th
January and completed to Fort Lunglch on the 11th
March 1889, the result being a solid pathway from four
to six feet wide over easy gradients and practicable for
laden elephants.

While the above undertaking was in progress, several
reconnaisances into the surrounding country were car-
ried out by members of the force.

Captain Shakespear, Field Intelligence Officer, with
Mr. Murray, twelve men of the Frontier Police and a
few signallers, visited the village of the Howlong chief
Saipuya on the 28th January returning to the head-
quarters on the 8th February. The chief renewed offers
of friendship which he had formerly made and sent men
to explore the route taken by the Expedition of 1871-72.

It will be remembered that this chief had already
given proof of his friendly feelings towards us by send-
ing intimation of the impending raids prior to the attack
on Lieutenant Stewart’s party.

Mr. Murray accompanied by fifty police, under the
command of Mr. Walker, again left Demagiri for Saipu-
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ya's village on the 17th February, and afterwards ex-
tended his visit to the chief’s eldest brother Vandula.
As on the former occasion, the party were received with
every outward mark of friendship, Saipuya supplying
them with guides to show the way to Mis brother’s
village.

On arriving at Vandula’s village the party were met
by two men who forbade them to enter, to which
prohibition a message was returned to the effect that
enter they would, and that it remained with the chief
to decide whether it was to be as friends or foes. The
position was soon relieved by the appearance of the
old gentleman himself with profuse apologies for the
stupidity of his servants in offering such an inhospit-
able reception. Under the influence of Lushai spirit
and rice-beer, the friendship so happily begun rapidly
matured, and, among other interesting items, Mr, Murray
was informed that the Shendis were making vast pre-
parations for our attack, and that the Koladyne had been
fortified with three tiers of stockades behind which three
hundred warriors were waiting to conquer or to die. It
was not, however, a case of in vino veritas, for the fortifi-
cations and their brave defenders were afterwards found
to have existed only in the old man’s imagination.

Vandula had at one time been one of the most power-
ful of the Howlong chiefs, but lately old age had over-

taken him, and he had split up his villages among his
sons. Still there is no doubt that his name carried
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weight among the tribe, and that his submission influ-
enced others in following his example.

On leaving Vandula's village Mr. Murray and his
party went on over Teriat, Moisum, and Bol Pui, across.
the Mat river, a tributary of the Koladyne, and over
another range some 1,500 feet in height to the Koladyne
itself.

A chieftainess name Darbilli, a near relative of How-
sata, had sent two guides to point out the way to her
kinsman’s village, probably with an eye to future favours
for herself. From one of these men Mr. Murray heard
the rumour confirmed that Howsata had been dead for
some time, and that Lieutenant Stewart’s gun had been
buried by his side. The same man also said that he
had seen Stewart’s revolver, but did not know where it
then was.

The heads of the men killed had been sent for safety
to another chief called Paona who lived further east, and
who tas one of the five implicated in the raid, the others
being Howsata, his two sons, and Jahuta.

During this reconnaisance Mr. Murray was met by
delegates from Dahuta and Jacopa, two chiefs of the
Malliam Puis—a large tribe lying in the loop of the
Koladyne river—with offers of submission. They were
told that the chiefs should visit Colonel Tregear and make
their terms witl him as officer in supreme command.

The Howlongs had heard about Sir George White’s
fighting among the Chins, and described him as a
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“ Great White Raja,” who had come from Burma and
was destroying all he came across.

Perhaps the report may have reached the neigh-
bouring tribe of Malliam Puis and stimulated their

submission.
Before returning to Demagiri Mr. Murray got so near

to the enemy that he could hear them peacefully clear-
ing their “jooms ” in the jungle.

The force selected for the advance on Howsata’s vil-
lage consisted of one gun and three hundred men, and
at starting, was divided into two parties. The first of
these, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Nicolay,
was composed of 150 men of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Gurkha Regiment, 40 Frontier Police, 20 Madras Pio-
neers and a few Sappers and Miners ; the second com-
prised 50 men of the 2nd Bengal Infantry and one gun,
under Major Channer, 0.s.0., and was accompanied by
Colonel Tregear, Mr. Lyall, Political Officer, and Staff.

Both parties left Lungleh on the 15th March within a
few hours of each other and marched, the former to a camp
below Bol Pui, and the latter to a camp near Moisum.

Next day Colonel Nicolay’s party moved on to the Mat
river, and Major Channer’s to the camp below Bol Pui.

The two bodies of troops were united at the former
halting place on the 17th, and on the 18th the advance
was continued to the Koladyne, the mules being left
behind, and the gun having to be carried by coolies
on account of the bad condition of the road.
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The original plan was that Howsata’s village should
now he surprised by a night march, but this idea had to
be abandoned on account of the difficulties of the road
and the professed inability of the guides, who had been
supplied by Darbilli, to find'the way in the dark.

The advance was accordingly postponed till day-
break of the 19th. On descending to the Koladyne,
which was not reached until after dark, a flanking party
of Gurkhas, under Major Begbie, came in sight of the
fires of a picquet of the enemy, which bolted on our
approach, leaving behind them a gun, knife, and powder
flask, the gun being an old match-lock stamped with a
crown, “G. R.,” and tower on the lock.

After crossing the Koladyne two miles of easy going
brought the force to the Darjow stream, the course of
which they followed for three-quarters of a mile, when
the foot of a spur which ran straight up to Howsata’s
villags was reached. From this point the ascent was
very steep, and the column, but especially the coolies,
suffered much from want of water.

Three miles from Howsata’s village the force arrived
at a small one belonging to Jahuta, and it was decided
to halt there for the night and go on to Howsata’s early
next morning. The houses were clean and afforded
fair accommodation for the men. '

The march ‘vas resumed at 5-30 on the morning of
the 20th, and passing through the sites of Howsata’s
and Jahata’s old villages, a knoll, about a thousand
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yards from the modern residence of the former chief,
was arrived at. The village was found to be divided
into two parts, an upper and lower, the former being
about 400 yards further off.

A couple of shots from the enemy apparently were
intended as a signal for firing the village, for a number
of the houses were soon seen to be in flames, and it
required a few shells from the gun and a number of
volleys from the Martinis to put a stop to further acts
of incendiarism.

On entering the village it was found deserted, and two
stockades which commanded the approach undefended,
except in so far as the presence of a dog, which had been
cut in half, while his blood was smeared on the posts
of the first, might be supposed to deter our advance.

The guides pointed out a house of superior size and
construction as the residence of the late chief, and on
digging into a flat space in front of it, the body of How-
sata was found dressed in robes and turban. In the
grave had been placed his weapons, powder flask, and
some food to provide for the wants of the departed
warrior in a future world, while underneath the corpse
was found Lieutenant Stewart’s double-barrelled gun.

The principal objects of the Expedition had now been
attained, and the column retraced its steps to Lungleh

burning Jahuta's village as it passed.
A spot had been selected for the advanced post on the

ridge which connects Lungleh with the site of Saipuva's
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old village, at 3,500 feet above sea-level, and on it was
erected a stockade 167 yards by 40 to be called Fort
Lungleh.

Within the stockade barrack accommodation was con-
structed for 200 men, with quarters for four officers, hos-
pital, godowns for stores, magazine, and telegraph office.

There was an abundant supply of good water, and,
after rationing it for eight months, the post was handed
over, on the 15th April, to the Frontier Police who were
to form the garrison. :

Before leaving the country a durbar was held at Fort
Lungleh on the 3rd April which the following How-
long chiefs attended :—

(1) Saipuya
(2) Lal Thusbunga. } Brothers,
(3) Lal Lunga.

(4) Sangliena—Son of Vandula, eldest brother of Saipuya,

(5) Lal Ruma.

In an address, which was translated to the chiefs in
their own language by Mr. Murray, Mr. Lyall dwelt upon
the cvents of the Expedition, and the causes which had
led to it, pointing out the punishment which had been in-
flicted on the village of Howsata for the complicity of the
late chief in the raid upon Lieutenant Stewart’s party.

The meeting ended with the bestowal of rewards on
those who had heléed us, not forgetting a liberal dis-
tribution of rum without which no Lushai or Chin
considers any ceremony complete.
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The Malliam Pui chiefs had not yet come in, giving
as their reason the unfriendly terms they were on with
the Howlongs, but it was hoped that they would after-
wards tender their submission to Mr. Murray who was
_to remain at Fort Lungleh.

In his despatch Colonel Tregear says: “ The health of
the troops during the four months the Expedition lasted
was, I consider, marvellously good. There is no doubt,
however, that the climate was beginning to tell on both
officers and men towards the close of the operations,
and that the health of the transport coolies who were
very hard-worked, being incessantly employed in bring-
“ing up provisions, was seriously deteriorating, and that
a very large number of them were what might be term-
ed “played out.”

The following table will help to show pretty accu-
rately the amount of sickness in the force for the four
months the operations lasted.
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The two officers whose deaths are recorded were
Lieutenant Pollen, r.E., belonging to the Government
Survey of India, and Lieutenant A. T. Ward, Royal
Irish Regiment, doing duty with the Transport Coolie
Corps. '

Both died of the remittent form of malarial fever, the
former at Chittagong on the 26th March while proceed-
ing to Darjeeling on sick leave, and the latter at Dema-
giri on the 2nd April after only ten days’ illness.

CHIN-LUSHAI DHA, SCABBARD AND BELT,



CHAPTER VI.

Micitary OpERATIONS 1N THE NoRTHERN CHIN HiLLs,
1888-89.

As has been seen the annexation of Upper Burma at
the close of 1885 had brought us into contact with the
Chins along the course of the Myittha and Chindwin
rivers. It had also saddled the Government of India
with the responsibility of protecting Her Majesty’s new
subjects from the inroads of the savages who had been
in the habit of raiding the Burmese villages on the fron-
tier, and carrying the inhabitants into captivity and
slavery.

Hitherto the villagers had offered but a feeble resist-
ance to these outrages, and it had not yet been brought
‘home to the minds of the wild hill men, that the reins
had dropped from the nerveless grasp of Theebaw, and
that they were now held by a stronger hand.

During the month of October 1888, twelve of our
subjects were said to have been killed, several wounded,
and over a hundred and twenty carried off into slavery.

The Government of India had, however, strong objec-
tions to the undertaking of an extensive Chin. Expedi-
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tion this year, their hands being already full with two
large expeditions in India. The Chief Commissioner
of Burma, with Sir George White, therefore decided in-
stead, to immediately occupy all the frontier stations
with troops, while a small force was to be sent into the
Northern Chin Hills, where dwelt the most ferocious and
aggressive of all the tribes.

At the same time the Government of India had
sanctioned the raising of an additional Military Police
Battalion to be called the “ Chin Levy” for the purpose
of protecting the frontier.

This corps was to be about 600 strong, and to consist
chiefly of Gurkhas and Punjabis, Lieutenant Rainey,
Commandant of the Pakdkku Police Battalion, being
selected to proceed to India to enlist the requisite num-
ber of recruits. It was not expected that the new corps
could be got ready to take charge of the posts for which
they were intended, earlier than February or March of
the following year, and meanwhile the garrisons at the
ditferent positions had to be formed from the already
existing body of police, supplemented by detachments
of regular troops.

The chain of military posts to be occupied extended
from Tammu and other stations in the Kubo Valley to
Gangaw, Minyﬁa, and Tilin on the Yaw border.

The force tu operate in the Chin Hills was placed

under the command of Brigadier-General Faunce who
was accompanied by Major Raikes as Political Officer,
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the latter a gentleman who had had considerable expe-
rience on the frontier, and to whom was now entrusted
full discretion in dealing with the tribes.

The General with 232 rank and file of the 10th Mad-
ras Infantry left Myingyan on the 9th November, and
proceeded by steamer to Pakokku near the junction of
the Chindwin with the Irrawaddy, where he was joined
by Major Leader with 100 more men of the same
regiment. This column was farther augmented by the
addition of 50 Madras Lancers, who had been detailed as
a personal escort to the General, while the right wing
and head-quarters of the 42nd Gurkha Light Infantry
under Colonel Skene, which was on its way to Assam,
were ordered to stand fast in the Myittha Valley.

The force left Pakdokku on the 14th November, and
reached Kambale on the 3rd December, the latter post,
on the left bank of the Myittha river, having been select-
ed as the immediate base of operations into the hills.
The infantry were dropped to garrison the intermediate
stations on the way.

At Kambale, in addition to the 50 Lancers who had
accompanied him, General Faunce found 159 rifles of
the 42nd Gurkha Light Infantry, 2 guns with 70 rank
and file, No. 1, Bengal Mountain Battery, and 48, No. 2
Company, Queen’s Own Madras Sappers and Miners.

One hundred and fifty-eight rifles more of the 42nd
Gurkhas were at Sihaung, twomarches south of Kambale,
and he only awaited the arrival of Colonel MacGregor,
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who was marching vid Manipur with 500 men of the
44th Gurkhas and expected on the 15th December, to
commence the march into the hills.

The telegraph wire was being rapidly pushed on to
Kambale, and on the 5th December the formation of a
road into the Chin Hills, which was to lead the force to the
head village of the Siyins, the first objective, was begun.

- While engaged in this work Lieutenant Palmer, r.E.,
was mortally wounded on the 7th December, and died
the following evening.

The Chins poured a volley into the road-making party
guarded by 40 men of the 42nd Gurkhas, which was
then establishing the first stockade about six miles from
Kambale.

This event was followed by a number of almost
simultaneous attacks along the Chin border.

On the 10th December a large party of Tashén Chins
attempted to surprise the camp of the 42nd Gurkhas at
Sihaung at daybreak, but only succeeded in mortally
wounding two followers.

Captain Westmoreland, Commanding, then sent out
two parties of Gurkhas. His own, in which he was ac-
companied by Mr. Hall, Extra Assistant Commissioner,
consisted of 25 Gurkhas. They found a body of 500
Chins or more surrounding the village of Kyawzwa one
mile from camp. The Gurkhas got to within forty
yards unseen, when they poured in a volley, and charged
the enemy pursuing them for a mile. The Chin loss
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was twenty to thirty killed and many wounded. Three
Burmese women, who were being taken away captive,
were recovered, as also several guns. On the return of
the Gurkhas the Sihaung villagers turned out en masse,
and cheered the gallant little party.

On the same day the camp at Indin was fired into from
the opposite bank of the Myittha but without result.

On the 11th December Kangyi, near Yazagyo, further
to the north, was attacked by some sixty Chins, one
sepoy of the military police being slightly wounded.

Colonel MacGregor, with the head-quarters of the 44th
Gurkhas, arrived at Kambale on the 15th December,
having done the distance from Manipur in twelve
marches. They were sent to relieve the 42nd Gurkhas
at Sihaung, who were ordered in.

The road had now been completed for a distance of
twelve miles, and was being steadily pushed on, although
under considerable difficultics, for the Chins took every
opportunity of harassing the working parties and oc-
casionally inflicted slight losses. No. 2 stockade had
been completed at the 12th mile on the 10th December,
and on the 22nd a position for No. 3 was selected at a
place called Thyetbin Sakan six miles further on, and
at an elevation of 3,700 feet. Two days later a sepoy
of the 42nd Gurkhas belonging to the escort of a party
working beyond this point was killed.

On the 25th December an unusually determined at-
tack was made on a workiag party with an escort of the
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same regiment under Lieutenant G. H. Butcher. The
Chins were estimated to number nearly a thousand.
After two hours of fighting the enemy were repulsed
with about forty killed and wounded.

On the 30th December the working part of the force
was augmented by the arrival of 43 more Madras and
fourteen Burma Sappers, an assistance much required.

Fifty men of the Norfolk Regiment, who had joined
the column with 190 rifles of the 42nd Gurkhas, recon-
noitred towards Siyin on the 22nd January. After pass-
ing Ehsin Sakan, the future site of No. 4 stockade and
five miles from No, 3, their progress was obstructed by
a stockade placed across the path, while another had
been constructed on the khud and a third concealed
in the jungle.

Here some firing took place, one sepoy being killed,
and five wounded.

On the same day a convoy coming up from No. 2 to
No. 3 stockade was attacked with the loss of one private
Norfolk Regiment killed and one slightly wounded.

The villege of Mawklin was attacked on the 24th
January, and taken almost without opposition, 50 men
of the Norfolk Regiment and 125 rifles of the 42nd
Gurkhas being engaged.

On the 27th a working party with a guard of 40 rifles
of the Norfolk Regiment, and 100 of the 42nd Gurkhas,
were attacked by a large body of Chins. The working

party was sent back to No. 3 stockade. The enemy
R, CL E
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were driven to the stockades formerly mentioned, which
had been rebuilt, and where they made a stand.
Major-General Sir George White, v.c., Commanding
in Upper Burma, who had come up to personally super-
intend the operaticns, joined the party with 30 men of
the 42nd Gurkhas, and, in a charge brilliantly led by
Colonel Skene, the Chins were driven from the stock-
ades, the casualties on our side being only one lance-
corporal of the Norfolk Regiment severely wounded.
On the 31st January No. 1 Mountain Battery, 162
rifles, Norfolk Regiment, 252 men of the 42nd Gurkhas,
with 98 Sappers, proceeded to establish the post called
No. 4 stockade at Ehsin Sakan, No. 5 stockade was
erected on a knoll overlooking the water supply of No. 4.
All the preliminary measures had now been prepared
for the final advance on the head village of the Siyins,
the tribe which had been the most aggressive and per-
sistent in their encroachments on oar frontier.
The force detailed for the undertaking was composed

as follows :— .
Oflicers, Men,

Norfolk Regiment 5 176
42nd Gurkha Light Infanuwy 6 250
No. 2 Company Sappers and Miners 2 91
No. 1 Bengal Mountain Battery ... 1 2 guns,

The colamn moved forward.on the 4th February,
meeting with o opposition beyond a few shots fired
from “ Sangas "—loosely built shelter walls.

On arrivi.g at Siyin it was found that the Chins had
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themselves fired their village, only about twenty-six out
of two hundred houses escaping the conflagration.

The troops were now working at a considerable ele-
vation, and the cold had become proportionately severe,
the water in the men’s bottles freezing at night, while
the thermometer stood at 38° at seven in the morning.

The villages of Tokhlaing and Bweman were occupied
on the 6th February almost without resistance, the whole
force moving to the former on the 13th.  Some 400 feet
above and a little to the south-west of Tokhlaing, a site
was selected for the position of the permanent post
which was christened Fort White in honour of the Com-
mander of Upper Burma. The choice of locality turned
out to be more unfortunate than that of name, for the
place was afterwards found to be a hot-bed’ of sickness,
and the quarters had to be ultimately shifted to a more
favourable spot.

To describe in full the successive captures of the
various Siyin, Sagyilain, and Kanhow villages would
involve a somewhat wearisome repetition of detail, and
1 shall therefore merely run over briefly the principal
events and. movements of the troops, which brought the
operations to a close.

On the 17th February Colonel Skene attacked the
two villages of the Sagyilains, a small tribe which lived
contiguous with, and to the south of, the Siyins.

The larger and more powerful tribe of the Kanhows
who-dwelt to the north, was next dealt with.
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The village of Waukalé was occupied by the force,
which had beeu reinforced by the arrival of 150 men of
the 44th Gurkhas, on the 8th March, with but three
non-fatal casualties on our side.

On the 10th Tsayan (300 houses) was captured, the
enemy losing fifteen killed, with thirty to forty wounded.
On the 12th Tigyin' (250 houses) was attacked and
occupied. The village had been fired by the Chins, but
its destruction was arrested after about one-third of the
houses had been burnt. )

On the 16th the force marched for Tanka, which was
found deserted but not fired.

Walawun opposite to Tigyin was visited on the 18th
and on the 19th the force bivouacked on the Letha range.

On the 20th March the force divided into two columns
and again turned southwards, one proceeding to Tokh-
laing and the other visiting the villages of Yon, Phonon,
and Taungwe.

The attack and capture of the Siyin village of New
Tatan followed on the 4th May, and is of more interest
than the preceding occurrences from the comparatively
stubborn resistance offered by the Chins on the occasion.

The force selected for the purpose was composed of
65 men of the Norfolk Regiment and 60 rifles of the
42nd Gurkhas, and was placed under the command of
Captain 0. Mayne of the former corps.

This small column. left Fort White at 4-40 A.m., and
by nine hud occpied, without opposition, the heights
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above the village, a covering party of 15 Norfolks and

10 Gurkhas having been left at the end of the Siyin
spur.

Leaving a further party of the Norfolk Regiment to
hold the heights, the rest of the column then advanced
on the village, which was three or four hundred feet
below and appeared to have been deserted.

.Captain Westmoreland led with a few of his men fol-
lowed by Captains Mayne and Donne, 2nd Lieutenant
Michel being in rear with the main body. While de-
scending a Chin was heard shouting. The main body
was then ordered to advance and the troops in front
began to double with the intention of rushing the vil-
lage. On reaching it, fire was opened by the Chins, who
were posted in two stockades at the bottom.

Michel who, with a few men, had descended by the
spur to the east of the ravine, came suddenly on the
lower of the stockades, and was mortally wounded by a
shot from it. His party halted near where he fell, and
began firing on the stockade. The rest of the men
advanced right up to the upper stockade firing.

The upper of the two stockades consisted of a log hut
the sides and roof of which had been rendered bullet-
proof. It was connected with the ravine by a trench
covered with logs and planks. The second stockade
was in the bed of the ravine. It consisted of a hole
about eix or nine feet square from which a trench ran
down the ravine a short distance. The trench and the



70 MILITARY OPERATIONS IN CHIN HILLS.

hole were also covered with logs and planks. All the
Chins (10 or 12) found inside the upper stockade were
killed, the logs having to be pulled up from the trench
to get at them.

Meanwhile a dropping fire was coming from the lower
stockade. Captain Mayne, who had been slightly in-
jured at the commencement, was now severely wounded,
and Surgeon Le Quesne while dressing his wound, was
also severely wounded himself. ’

The second stockade was not taken, and the force
retived to Tatan, which was then burnt. The troops
reached Fort White at 9-30 p.:., having been seventeen
hours under arms.

The enemy’s loss was estimated at 30 and our casual-

ties were—
Killed and died of wounds.

Second Lieutenant W. G. Michel and 2 men of the
Notfolk Regiment: 1 Naick 42ud Gurkbns, } - 4
Severely Wounded.
Captain” O. Mayne, Surgeon Le Quesne, M. 8, 4}
men 42nd Gurkhas, 1 Kuohar, .
Slightly wounded (by Panjies).
Three men 420d Gurkhas .., . - e 3
Total —l:-

All the Siyin and Sagyilain villages with eighteen of
those of Kahows had now been captured, but their for-
mer inhabitants, although wandering houseless in the
jungles, were still unsubdued, and so far the objects of
the expediion h~4 been only partially fulfilled.









CHAPTER VII.
Tue CHin-Lusinar Exeepitioy or 1889-90.

On the March with the 2nd Battalion, 4th Gurkha Rifles.

BeroRE entering into the history of the next expedi-
tion, and continuing the narration of successive events
appertaining thereto, which, from their similarity, is
liable to become monotonous, I propose now to devote a
few lines to the description of another hill race, hailing
from a country not unlike that of the Chins and Lushais,
who had taken a prominent part in the previous expe-
ditions and who were to form a considerable portion of
the force which it lad been decided upon to send into
the interior of the Chin-Lushai Hills when the return
of the coid weather should render the resumption of
military operations practicable.

- T allude to the Gurkhas who constitute a most im-
portant element in the Native Army of India, but more
on account of their general excellent military qualities
and speciai unrivalled aptitude for hill fighting than on
that of .heir numbers, the present strength amounting to
only thirteen battalions and between eleven and twelve
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thousand rank and file. This small force is, I venture
to say, allowed to be among the cream of the Bengal
Infantry and unsurpassed for mountain and jungle war-
fare, as the East India Company found to its cost in the
campaign of 1814-15, a struggle which, i is said, was
brought to a conclusion favourable to the British interests
partly through the treachery of the Gurkha Command-
ers to their own ruler. ‘

The term Gurkha is now applied to the Nepalese
generally, but originally it was restricted to the inhabit-
ants of the district around the town of Gorkha,—the
ancient capital—which is about forty miles west of

" KAthmandu, the modern metropolis.

These formed the dominant race and are considered to
be of Rajput origin.

The Magars and Gurungs occupy the country to the
west of the Nepal Valley. They are short powerful
men, of Mongolian cast of features and are the castes
most sought after for enlistment in the British Army.
A Magar or Gurung, with his broad flat face, sturdy
frame, oblique eyes, and merry honest expression, is the
type which the British Officer loves. Heis as brave as
a lion in the field, light-hearted as a schoolboy and true
ag steel : war is his profession, fighting his pastime :
yet withal as gentle and docile as a lamb, in canton-
ments : crime in his regiment is at a minimum and
the graver phases of it almost unknown,

“ As any one may ascertain by consulting a map of
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India, the Kingdom of Nepal is a small independent
State situated on the North-Eastern frontier of Hindu-
stan, It is a strip of gountry about five hundred miles
long and a hundred and thirty broad, lying between the
snowy range of the Himalayas on the north, Sikhim
on the east and the provinces of Dritish India on the
south and west.

“The name Nepal is restricted by the Natives of the
country to the valley surrounding the capital. This is
the only part of the kingdom which is open to the in-
vestigation of FEuropeans; and it would be a hopeless
task to attempt the description of places which cannot
be visited, or the collection of accurate information
regarding a country where every enquiry made by a
European is viewed with the most jealous suspicion and
where the collection of statistics is looked on as a mere
folly.”

Personally I am of opinion that this objection to the
intrusion of strangers does not altogether do discredit
to the intelligence of the Nepalese, for instances are not
unknown when too intimate an acquaintance by foreign-
ers with the advantages of a country has led to results
not conducive to its national independence.

The Gurkha regiment selected for the coming expedi-
tion was the young second battalion of the fourth Gur-
kha Rifles, and, as this was the first experience by the
new corps of active service and the first occasion on
which the great majority of the men had seen a ship or
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even the sea, perhaps a description of the journey of the
head-quarters of the battalion from their home at Bak-
loh on a spur of the Himalayas to Pakdkku on the
right bank of the Irrawaddy, where the troops for the
Southern Column of the Burma Force had been ordered
to concentrate, may be of some interest to my readers.

The proverbial fish out of water or the Scriptural
pelican in the wilderness might, at first sight, be assumed
to be not more out of correspondertee with their respec-
tive new environments than a Gurkha on board an Indian
Marine troopship. It is true that some years previously
as a recruit he and his umbrella, then almost the only
article of wardrobe, had been conveyed by the * ag-
gharry” (steam-engine), moved at a supernatural speed,
by, to him, a mysterious agency, from the recruiting de-
pot at Gorakhpur to Pathankot near his future home,
and that his appreciation of the marvellous had been
somewhat further fed by sights and scenes during occa-
sional descents from his little. mountain home  He had
gazed with wonder, while at the Camp of Exercise, at
the Mian Mir Artillery horses, which appeared to him,
measured by a Nepalese standard, like the mammoths
of a former age. Wheeled vehicles had been a mode of
transport perhaps heard of but hitherto unseen.

The streets of Lahore, compared with his native
villages, formed a city of fairy palaces. Still, such
experiences had all occurred on terra firma, while he was
nrow called upca to traverse an unknown element and by.
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a method of which he could form only the most vague
conception.

With the sanguine imagination of youth, which loves
to paint the possibilities of the future, in rosier lines
than the realities of the past, he started down hill on
the 28rd October 1889 with hopes high burning and
anticipated Naickships*, Havildarshipst, and perhaps
even Orders of Merit, forming‘ a confused but pleasing
mental vision. e had heard the bcheading of Chins
and Lushais described, and, while on the march, saw
the operation pantomimed by an older and more travel-
led companion, a transfer from the tirst battalion, and at
the time registered a vow as fervid as that of any scalp-
hunting Redskin that he would establish a record of
his own should opportunity offer.

The mighty ¢ Sirkari Jehaz” (troop-ship) had, how-
ever, never come within his ken and an occasional voyage
in a dug-out across one of his native streams formed
hardly a sufficiert nuclens from which to envole even
an approximate idea.

The duty of selecting the required number of men to
remain at the depdt had been rather a painful one, and
the medical officer, although not naturally of an aggres-
sive disposition, felt, that in the short space of an hour
he had made more personal encmies than during the
previous courss of Lis chequered existence.

* Naick=Corporal. * Huvildar=Sergeant,
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The march from Bakloh to Pathankot (40 miles),
the terminus of the branch line, was uneventful, the
most pleasing incident to my mind being the capture of
a good basket of ‘“ Mahseer” at Shahpur, a picturesque
spot on the left bank of the Ravi which separates it from
Cashmere territory. Trom the verandah of the little
bungalow in the bastion of the fort which figured in
the mutiny, we descried a number of fairly sized fish
in a deep pool some hundreds of feet below and it was
not long before several were paying their last debt to
nature on the shingle.

From Pathankot to Howrah we halted during the
day at Umballa, Bareilly, I'yzabad, Dinapur and Mudda-
pur, being hospitably treated at all these stations by
our military brethren who received us with open arms.
The skirl of the bagpipes generally attracted a crowd
at the hour of departure, and the farewell cheers on both
sides were not unworthy of more western lungs and
throats. :

Caleutta was reached without a hitch or casualty of
any kind, and the first to great us on the platform was
our permanent Commandant Colonel King-Harman who
had just arrived from Bombay by the mail train. Up
to this point the head-quarters of the battalion had been
commanded by Major Sir Charles Leslie, Bart, who now
returned to take the left wing to Chittagong.

Our progress into Calcutta was more like that of a
regiment returni-g ficra, than (as we fondiy hoped)
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marching to, victory. Headed by two bands, in addition
to our own pipes and trumpets, and accompained by an
admiring crowd on either side, each little Magar Thapa
felt “a prood man that day.” I watched with amused
interest the expression of wondering astonishment as the
waters of the Hooghly, with its stately forest of masts,
broke upon his view, and I saw that the untutored mind
within was undergoing a sudden process of development
and expansion—marvel upon marvel succeeded each other
with kaleidoscopic rapidity. No sooner was the bridge
left behind than he saw *Sahibs” riding on wheels
without carriages, and carriages moving silently without
horses. The steam engine had by this time become a
familiar object, but here it was concealed from view, all
apparent motive power being absent and progress could
only be attributed to magic. The streets of Lahore
vanished from memory as suddenly as Cinderella’s
carriage from sight and even the Artillery horses
were forgotten: so much are our ideas governed by
comparison.

After threc most enjoyable days spent in the rest
camp, or rather out of it, for we were lost in choice of
hospitality, the right wing of the battalion embarked on
the Indian Marine Ship “ Clive” at 6 a.M. of the 5th
November. The left wing sailed at a later date to
serve under General Tregear on the Lushai side,

All speed had to be made in order to get out of the
river before the tide fell. Soon the Liverpool, the
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- largest of British sailing ships was passed, craft of all
shapes and nationalities divided attention with the won-
ders on board ; but I could see that the latter claimed
precedence. The engine-room appeared to have a mag-
netic influence, and around it could always be seen a
crowd of little figures in khaki, peering in at the port
holes on tip-toe, for it was only in this position that a
Gurkha was able, like the peri at the gates of Paradise,
to obtain a view of the scene. I asked some of them,
with what object the pistons moved up and down but
could elicit no replies further than * khabber ” (who
knows ?) “chalanaki waste” (to make it go) or *“ Sirkar
ka hukum se” (by the order of Government).

Their understanding was subsequently enlightened
by one of the Marine Officers, who kindly set a small
model of a steam ship in motion for their instruction.

But now we are past the Sandheads, and why has the
Jjehaz begun to roll about in this erratic manner? They
can remember a similar personal experience during the
“holi ” week, but they could aceount for that, for rum .
was then flowing freely. And what again is this no less
mysferious sinking sensation which a little warrior feels
in a particular region and is soon followed by an objec-
tive and objcctionable symptom ?

“ Bokhar " (fever) he is unfortunately too familiar
with in all its stages, but it resembles none of these :
rheumatism may have racked his limbs, but now they
are free from pair although rather unsteady. He turns .
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enquiringly to a comrade but sees similar phenomena
in progress : I fear the answer again must be “khabber.”

We arrived at Rangoon on the evening of the 8th
November, but too late to land that might, and were
obliged to do penance for our sins by being devoured by
mosquitos, while sleeping on deck, the cabins being un-
bearably hot. I was aroused at an unearthly hour by
language loud and strong proceeding from an officer
who seemed to have had rather a bad time of it, for I
heard him afterwards declare that “his feet were so
swelled that he could not get them into his boots, and
that he had to send them to the engine room:"” this irri-
tability was not allayed by his listener mildly enquiring
t which he had sent, his feet or the boots."”

By night, Rangeon, with a full moon rising among a
mass of black clouds above the twinkling lights on the
banks, presented a most striking scene, but oh ! the heat
and mosquitos. I sympathised with my irascible com-
panion, and thought that the rccording angel might
have blotted out the entry of words he had heard with
a pitying tear.

Daylight saw the troops landed and the remainder of
the day was spent principally inhunting up Staff Officers,
who appeared to be as plentiful in Rangoon as swallows
in May, aithough quite as difficult to catch. The result
was that we ware told ¢ to reduce our number of fight-
ing-men to 400, get on to service scale, depart at 4-30
P.M., for Pakokku and there await further orders.”
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The appearance of the town and cantonments of Ran-
goon impressed me very favourably, but I cannot say as’
much for the climate, and as the latter is supposed, in
the process of evolution, to have the greatest influence
in determining the ultimate psychological and physiolo-
gical characters of a people, 1 can quite understand the
dolee far mniente air which permeated the place ; al-
though it was not equally easy to account for the gener-
al appearance of prosperity, which, contrary to the
precepts impressed in text and half-text on our childish

_memories, accompanied it. As we heard it put by a
Milesian Officer “ they were sleeping in Bombay, they
were snoring in Madras, but, begorra! they were dead
in Rangoon.”

The strains of the pipes collected a crowd which ac-
companied us to the station at 4 o’clock. By ¢-30 we
were off, packed rather tightly in small narrow-gauge
carriages. The journey to Prome, a distance of 161
miles, takes twelve hours, and hot ones they were, so
that the men were standing on the left bank of the
Irrawaddy ready for embarkation before day broke.

As the sun rose the scene which greeted our eves was
indescribably beautiful : before us a broad and swiftly
flowing expanse of water, unbroken save by the craft
of all kinds which plied on its bosom ; the banks rising
into low and fantastic hills clothed with dense green
vegetation, among which towered stately palms like
sentinels of the for:at, with here and there a golden



. ON THE MARCH WITH THE GURKHAS. 81

pagoda flashing in the morning rays and relieving the
prevailing hue.

Our first run was to Thayetmyo (48 miles) near
which is the boundary which used to divide Upper from
Lower Burma. Night had closed in about an hour be-
fore we reached the halting place, and it was a puzzle
to understand how the pilot found his way. That, how-
ever, he did without any diminution of speed, and short-
ly after seven o'clock the camp fires on the bank told
that' the men were preparing their creature comforts
such as they were. It might appear hard to make
merry over a half-cooked chapaiti (cake of unleavened
bread) and a handful of dhall (lentils), but even this
feat the Gurkhas seemed to accomplish, judging from
the sounds of laughter which reached us.

After a night spent on deck, where we were glad
to draw a blanket over us as morning approached,
daybreak again saw the Irrawaddy under way : but
to describe each day's progress would weary my
readers.

Suffice it to say that we reached Yuathil without let
or hindrance. Minhla was passed on the port-side next
morning soon after starting.

Here, as may be remembered, took place (in Novem-
ber 1885) the second fight in the recent campaign, the
first having occurred at Sinboungweh, a few miles lower
down. The remembrance was rendered the more inte-

resting to us by the fact, that our ship, the Irrawaddy,
RoL . . ¥
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had taken a leading part in the affair, and a corner of
the fort still showed where her guns had left their mark.

What changes had taken place in the country since
that time ! One could hardly imagine that the pretty
and peaceful-looking towns with their graceful pagodas
and rapidly extending houses had been scenes of dacoity
and bloodshed little more than two years before.

I believe that almost the whole trade of the Irrawaddy
is in the hands of Chinamen, the Burmese being too
indolent and indifferent to make any effort to retain it.

Higher up the river the banks became less rugged
than at Prome, but detached mountain spurs in the dis-
tance more than compensated for this change in the
foreground.

“Popa” an extinct volcanic mountain 3,400 fect
high, stood distinctly in sight with a cloud resting
on its summit. It is densely wooded to the top, from
which, T was told, the adventurous climber can look
down into a chasm of 1,200 feet of perpendicular des-
cent, the arena of subterrancan forces in a former age.

As the sun was sinking we passed that city of desert-
ed temples—old Pagan—the soft evening light lending
an additional air of melancholy to the graceful but now
crumbling pagodas, from which,some two hundred years
ago,thousands of worshippers had been wont to offer their
tributes of homage and devotion to the great Buddha.

I was informed by one of the ship’s officers, and have
since then heard the statement confirmed, that Pagin
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contains nine thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine
pagodas, and I confess that when I was first told of the
fact it reminded me of the story of the Yankee who said
that he had killed ninety-nine duck with one shot, and
who, when asked why he did not at once make it a
hundred replied that “he guessed he was not going to
imperil his immortal soul for the sake of one darned
duck.” ‘Whether the number I have given is absolute-
ly correct or not, it is an undisputed fact that about
eighteen square miles are densely covered with pagodas
in various stages of decay, although some are still in a
wonderful state of preservation considering the total
absence of any care. They were made out by the late
Dr. Forchhammer, Professor of Pili and .Curator of the
Bernard Free Museum at Rangoon, to have been built
between the middle of the fifteenth and seventeenth
centuries. The city has long been uninlabited, all
traces of even the dwellings of its former residents hav-
ing disappeared.

It must now be a paradise to an archacologist and I
believe the progress of destruction is being materially
hastened by the inquisitive and acquisitive Briton.

The inscriptions on the temples are in Pali, now al-
most a dead and archaic language. Pagiin at one time
was the capital of a kingdom,

With the pipes on deck playing * The Campbells are
coming ” we reached Pakokk:, which was to form the
first base of operations, on the 14th November.



CHAPTER VIIL
Tae CuiN-Lusnar Expepition, oF 1889-90,

Concentration of the Southern Chin Column at Pakokku.
and Advance to Kan.

At Pakdkku we found the remainder of the troops
which were to form the Southern column of the Chin
Field Foree, or, as it was at first called, the Gangaw
column from the original intention of making Gangaw
the immediate base of operations, already assembled.
The column consisted of the following troops :—Half
battalion, King’s Own Scottish Borderers ; half battalion,
Second Fourth Gurkha Rifles ; two guns, No. 1 Bengal
Mountain Battery; No. 6 Company, Madras Sappers;
and the Second Regiment, Madras Infantry. Colonel
W. P. Symons, of the South Wales Borderers, with the
temporary rank of Brigadier-General, had been invested
by the Governor-General in Council with supreme politi-
cal as well as military authority of this and the Northern
or Fort White column in which Colonel Skene held the
immediate command.

Field service was raled to commence from the 15th
November, anc the interval between that date and the
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23rd November, when the first detachment started for
Kan, was employed by the General Officer in inspecting
the troops under his command, issuing orders regarding
transport supplies, and making other necessary arrange-
ments ; while the regimental commanding officers took
the opportunity of giving their men a few route marches
to prepare them for the journey.

A month’s travelling by rail and steamer and halt-
ing at Pakokku in a temperature only suited fora Stras-
bourg goose had not been a good preparation for such
a task as we had before us, namely fifteen days’ march-
ing, without a halt, over an execrable road.

The distance from Pukokku to Kan is stated as 165
miles, but we all agreed that the official who measured
it could not have been drawing travelling allowance.

Before dissmissing Pakokku from the narrative, it may
be worth mentioning that we experienced a severe shock
of earthquake there on the 23rd November, at 2-30 p..
It lasted about fonr seconds, proceeding from north to
south, and being suficiently violent to injure several of
the pagodas.

The movement of the troops was arranged as
follows :—

(1) No. 6 Company, Madras Sappers and Miners, to start on the 23rd
November.

(2) General Symons and his staff on the 24th,
(3) Onedetachment K. O. 8, Bs. on the 25th,
(4) Another on the 26th.

(6) Oue detachment, 2.4th Gurkha Rifles, on the 27th.
(6) A second on the 28th,
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(7) One detachment, 2nd Madras Infantry, on the 29th.

(8) No. 1 Bengal Mountain Battery, two guns, with an escort of the
2nd Madras Infantry, on the 30th,

Each detachment was fully and independently equip-
ped as regards medical and transport arrangements, the
carriage up to Kén consisting principally of mules, which
experience has taught are the best form of transport
where the roads are passable for animals.

The scale of baggage allowed was as follows :—

Officers ... voo 80 Ibs. each,
Regimental Mess .., . 163,
Warrant Officers . 40,
Native Officers ... .28,
British Troops . 25 »

»  Cooking Pots ... 160  per company.
Native Troops e . 20 each.

»  Cooking Pots .. 80  per company.
Followers . w 18 each,

No tents were taken, as temporary mat huts had
been erccted at the different halting places, and it was
intended that the troops should construct shelters for
themselves after they entered the enemy’s country,
the difficulty of transpost precluding any other arrange-
ment.

As regards ammunition, each man carried 40 rounds
in pouch ; 60 rounds per man were carried on mules ;
and 100 rounds per man taken to the base at Kan as a
second reserve.

In describing the march from Pakokku to Kan the
expericnces of one detachment will suffice for all and I
take those of e Lead-quarters of the 2-4th Gurkha
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Rifles, which started on the 27th November, and of
which I happened to be in medical charge.

Up to Pauk, which is put down as forty-five miles
from Pakokku, the route is over heavy sand in which
walking, decked out like a Christmas tree as oneis now-
a-days, with Sam Browne belt, sword, revolver, ammu-
nition-pouch, binoculars, compass, water-bottle, pocket-
filter, haversack (containing plate, cup, fork, knile,
spoon, &c.), note-book and a few smaller sundries, while
2 Burman sun blazes overhead, is no picnic.

The march into Pauk is the worst of the lot, includ-
ing as it does, two fords of the Yaw river in which the
water comes well up to the waist, while the current is
very strong. ’

The Gurkhas, however, appearcd to think this the
pleasantest feature of the march, and as they had to un-
dress before crossing, the greater portion of the detach-
ment was soon represented by a number of round black
objects bobbing about in the stream, from which they
emerged with evident reluctance. Pauk is the capital
of Yaw, and, including its large suburbs, contains about
1,000 houses. It is at an elevation of 628 feet. The
post was garrisoned by 100 men of the 2nd Madras In-
fantry under a British officer, and from the latter we
receivcd a most hospitable welcome.

Up to Tilin the line of march runs west by north-
and from Pauk i that post, 48 miles, the road crosses
two ranges, the “ Pondaung ” and ¢ Ponya,” the former
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about two and the latter three thousand feet above sea-
level.

After crossing the second range the Chin Hills come
in sight.

Tilin is on the right bank of the *Maw,” the water-
shed of which is formed by a spur of the Chin Hills,
which curves round and joins the Pondaung. It was
garrisoned by a detachment of the 3nd Madras Infartry
similar in strength to that at Pauk. At the time of
our visit Tilin rejoiced in two imposing institutions, a
post office and a telegraph office, with their respective .
establishments complete, but here the arrangement end-
ed ; for they neither received nor despatched letters or
telegrams. I believe that the telegraph wire had been
fastened to trees without the intervention of insulators,
a method which did not suit a moist climate, sappy
stem, and weak batteries.

Opposite to Tilin for some miles the Chin Hills are
uninhabited, but beyond that they are occupied by the
Chin-Boks, the most southern of the tribes, and even more
primitive in dress and customs than their horthern
neighbours. The word “bok ” is to smell or stink in
Burmese, but whether the Burmans thus name the Chin-
Boks on account of their offensive customs or dirty
personal habits is not known. The Chin name for the
tribe is ©* Yo-6n.”

"The Chin-Bok and Chin-Mai (black Chins, a section
of the Boks) woraen tattoo their faces, which gives them
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o peculiarly repulsive appearance, with the object, it is
said, of rendering them less attractive to the Burmans,
and therefore less liable to abduction.

From Tilin to Kin, the route which, at the time of
our march, was over a mule path and impassable for
carts, runs due north through the Myittha valley, first
on the left and then on the right bank of the river, dis-
tance 72 miles. This was by far the pleasantest part
of the march, the country being more open and the road
better for walking.

The nights began to get a little cooler and the air
drier : previously the dews had been so heavy thatin the
early morning the dripping from the trees resembled rain.

Gangaw, where there was another post with 100 of
the 2nd Madras Infantry, was reached on the 9th De-
cember. This is a remarkably pretty place. The stock-
ade, within which the Officer Commanding lived, was on
the top of a high cliff overhanging the Myittha, and at
the base of which there was a deep pool from which
1 managed to extract one fish of about 5lbs.

Aboutwix miles from Gangaw, on the Pakokku side,
we passed a small Burmese village called Kaukka, which
was afterwards raided on the 26th Deccmber by a party
of about twenty-five Chins, one man and one woman
being killed.  Opposite and close to the village of Kauk-
ka there is a very peculiarly-shaped hill—Netoung—
which, from the direction we approached, had a striking
resemblance to a man’s face in the supine position. A
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small white cloud rested on the upper lip and another
round the cheek making an excellent imitation of mou-
stache and whiskers.

The temporary huts ecrected at the different halting
places had been built by Burmese contractors under the
direction of the civil authorities and were fairly com-
fortable, being constructed to accommodate a detachment
of two hundred men with followers. The roofs con-
sisted of screens of leaves supported on poles, and the
floor, which was raised two feet from the ground, was
formed from split bamboo laid in close contact. A nail
did not enter into the structure, the joints being united
by sockets and fastened with bamboo fibre.

The forest vegetation on the line of march consisted
principally of bamboo, “sal,” and palm jungle, around
the stems of the latter of which, in many instances,
peepuls had twisted themselves, while the interspaces
were filled up with creeping and climbing plants. We
also passed fine specimens of the tamarind, the leaves of
which, in the absence of the fruit, are an excellent anti-
scorbutic. Orchids florished luxuriantly. The only
fruits or vegetables we were able to obtain were water-
melons, plantains, sweet limes and pumpkins.

Rice, maize, gram, dhall and “ patwas ” grew in the
cultivated patches.

The country seemed to be the natural habitat of in-
digo, for we noticed the wild variety growing by the
roadside.
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There was almost ng sickness among the men on the
march, and all the transport animals arrived at Kiin in
good condition and with wonderfully few sore backs con-
sidering the work they had been put to.

The Burmese village of Kan is situated on the right
bank of the Myittha river, lying in the middle of a valley
of the same name, bounded by a range of hills on either
side. The plain at the time of our arvival presented
large fields of rice, then yellow and nearly ripe. Num-
bers of palms, tamarinds and other trees were dotted
about. The climate was pleasant but damp, and before
sunrise heavy fogs hung over the valley. The eleva-
tion'is 500 feet above sea-level.

In addition to the Burmese inhabitants numbers of
Chins, refugees from their own country, had settled in
Kan and formed a colony of what were called “ tame
Chins.”

The post or fort, which was stockaded, had been built
immediately on the river’s bank, the camp for the re-
mainder of the troops lying farther north.

Accommodation was provided for nine hundred men,
and consisted of temporary huts similar to those de-
scribed as having been constructed on the route from
Pakokku. The officers were congregated in an old
poongyi Kyaung. The ford of the Myittha was at this
time thirty-eight inches deep, and the current very strong.
The river was subsequently spanned by a gabion bridge
142 yards long, built principally by the men of the
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Scottish Borderers, and in the, construction of which
Private James Wilson was accidentally drowned.

By the time the troops arrived at Kan about a thou-
sand tons of stores had been collected there, chiefly
through the instrumentality of Mr. Holland, of the In-
dian Marine Service, who, under difficulties that would
have been insuperable to most men, had managed to
work country-boats up from Kulewa, where the Myittha
joins the Chindwin, a distance of 120 miles. The form-
er is a most uncertain river, rising and subsiding so
rapidly with cach fall of rain that it is impossible to tell
for three successive days what the depth of water or the
force of the cyrrent may be, '

Itis, moreover, full of snags and rapids which, in many
places, except for the small dug-outs called “léndwins,”
render navigation impossible.

Beginning at the end of August and contending with

rain. sickness, desertions, and accidents, Mr. Holland,
before handing over the duty to the Commissariat De-

partment, had conveyed 551 tons to Kan for the south-
ern column and 638 to Kalemyo for the northern column,

His report submitted at the end of the undertaking is
a most interesting one, and shows what a man who ap-
parently did not include the word “impossible” in his
vocabulary can do.

Having now arrived on the border of the enemy’s
country it will be well to place succintly before the reader
the precise plon and object set for the Chin Field Force.
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As has been already stated, for some years the tribes
had been in the habit of descending from their wilds
and carrying off men, women, children and cattle from
the Burmese villages. Those persons whom they conld
not carry off were slain, and their heads taken to adorn
the villages as trophies.

The captives were held to ransom, and if not redeemed,
were kept and treated as slaves. At the time of which
I write, two thousand such unfortunates were believed
to be still in the possession of the Chins. To set these
free and put a stop for further raiding was the primary
object of the Fixpedition.

It was also proposed to expose, open out, and subju-
gate the unknown country which lay between Burma
and Eastern Bengal.

‘We have seen that during the preceding season oper-
ations had been undertaken against the Siyins and Kan-
hows by a force under General Faunce, and that our
troops now occupied Fort White in the centre of the
Siyin country.

The brcken remnants of these two tribes still obsti-
nately resisted us, and to further punish or conciliate
them into an acknowledgment of the supremacy of the
British power was one of the tasks before the northern
column. Next to the Siyins camie the Tashons, the most
numerous of all the Chin tribes, and reported to number
from 80,000 to 100,000 souls, with 8,000 to 10,000
fighting men and guns. They were, however, of more
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peaceful character than their northern and southern
neighbours, and were not such confirmed raiders, nor
had they so many captives.

To the south of the Tashons lay the Baungshes, so
nick-named by the Durmans from their wearing long
turbans, This was the trihe with which the southern
column proceeding west from Kan would first come into
contact. Hika und Yokwa are the head villages of the
two most powerful sections of the Baungsh¢ tribe, and
after penctrating to the former, it was intended that a
further advance should be made to the north against the
Tashons, while the northern column from Fort White
co-operated simultaneously in the movement.

After the Tashons had been dealt with, the troops
were to return to [Taka, and thence, having replenished,
start west to meet the Bengal column from Chittagong,
cocrcing the tribes and compelling submission to our
authority on both sides of the line of advance.

A CHIN PowDER MEASURE,



CHAPTER IX.
Tue CriN-Lusnar Exreprrion or 1889-90.—(Contd.)

Advance of the Southern Chin Column to Ilika.
Rawvan.

- Tue advance on Hika from Kan commenced on the
9th December with the despateh of a working party con-
sisting of 127 Sappers and 103 Punjabi coolies, under
Major Henry, Commanding the Royal Lngineers, and
guarded by an escort of the 2nd Madras Infantry. This
detachment with convoy monopolised the whole of the
transport with the Commissariat Department then avail-
able at Kan. Owing to the depth of water and strength
of current in the Myittha river all stores had to be
hand-ported across, the operation occupying four hours
and a half,

The immediate task that Major Henry and his party
had placed before them was to proceed to Kabt bhill, an
eminence of 2,050 feet, distant about ten miles from Kin,
and to construct a mule road backwards to the base,
this being the heginning of the path which was intended
to unite with a corresponding one from Bengal, and thus
form a through route to India. They were instructed,
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however, to make the road at first only just passable
for laden mules, and to reconnoitre and fix the trace
well ahead. The work up to Kyauk-pyo-daung at the
foot of the Kabg hill, the first post formed, but afterwards
abandoned on account of the scarcity of water, was com-
paratively easy, but beyond that point greater diffi-
culti